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SADC Agrees on Campaign To Fight Drugs Trade 


MBO0311154495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1439 GMT 3 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) MMABATHO Nov 3 SAPA 
— Southern African Development Community [SADC] 
member states agreed at a conference with the European 
Union this week to jointly fight illegal cross-border 
drug trafficking and money laundering, a conference 
Statement said on Friday [3 November]. 


The four-day conference in Mmabatho, Northwest 
Province, was attended by senior officials of SADC and 
EU countries, the SADC Secretariat and the European 
Commission. 


Concern was expressed at the prevalence of cross- 
border drug trafficking in the SADC region, related 
crimes, increased drugs abuse and that the region was 
considered a conduit for drugs for international markets. 


There was a lack of effective legislation to combat drug 
trafficking and the conference called on SADC states 
to develop a regionally co-ordinated approach to the 
problem. 


Judicial controls and administrative procedures had to 
be co-ordinated and the public educated about drug traf- 
ficking and corruption. Meaningful programmes were 
needed to reduce the demand for drugs. 


The EU representatives at the conference said they were 
determined to support the fight against the illegal drugs 
trade in the SADC region. 


SADC, EU Adopt Draft Protocol 


MBO0711121795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1059 GMT 7 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} HARARE Nov 7 SAPA 
— A regional draft protocol on combating illicit 
drug trafficking in the Southern African Development 
Community [SADC] region has been adopted by senior 
SADC and European Union (EU) officials, the news 
agency ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] reported on Tuesday. 


The draft was adopted at the conclusion of a regional 
conference in Mmabatho, South Africa, last week. It 
would be presented to the SADC Council of Ministers 
before approval by the SADC summit, a statement re- 
leased by the Southern African Research and Documen- 
tation Centre said on Tuesday. 


The protocol would ensure a uniform approach to 
combating drug trafficking in the region and countries 
would also need to harmonise their judicial controls in 
line with international conventions. Recommending the 
establishment of national programmes to address the 
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issue of drug abuse, the Mmabatho convention noted 
that there were no adequate and meaningful demand 
reduction programmes. 


Illicit drug trafficking has bred numerous other vices 
in the region like money-laundering, corruption and 
violence — all threats to regional stability and economic 
performance. [passage omitted] 


OAU Secretary, PANA Coordinator in Talks 


E#.0711123695 Nairobi KNA in English 
0905 GMT 7 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 7 
Nov (PANA) — OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahmed 
Salim yesterday urged the management of the PAN- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY (PANA) to make its 
newscast available to as many member states as pos- 
sible. 


Salim said this here during an audience with the 
Nigerian minister of information and culture Mr. Walter 
Ofonagoro, who is on a tour of eastern and southern 
African states to drum up financial support for the 
continental agency. 


The minister, whose country chairs the PANA interim 
board, stressed the need for Africa to rise to the 
challenges on the new world information order by 
sustaining its only news agency, capable of reporting 
events from the continent correctly. 


Salim expressed dismay at the non-payment of dues to 
PANA, saying: "We should eitscr run the institution 
well or kill it.” 


Ofonagoro is on the mission with PANA’s coordinator- 
general, Babacar Fall and Malam Wada, managing 
director of the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN), 
representing Nigeria as chairman on PANA’s interim 
board. 


The Nigerian minister also met with his Ethiopian coun- 
terpart Wolde Chamo to discuss PANA’s dire finan- 
cial situation. Chamo renewed Ethiopia’s commitment 
to and support for PANA. He said his country had been 
unable to meet its financial obligation to the agency in 
the past two years because of its economic downturn 
and hard currency difficulties. 


Salim Voices ‘Dismay’ at Finances 


EA0711220595 Nairobi KNA in English 
0905 GMT 7 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Addis Ababa, 7 Nov (KNA- 
PANA) — OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed Salim 
yesterday urged the management of the PAN-AFRICAN 
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NEWS AGENCY (PANA) to make its newscast avail- 
able to as many member states as possible. 


Salim said this here during an audience with the 
Nigerian minister of information and culture Mr. Walter 
Ofonagoro, who is on a tour of eastern and southern 
African states to drum up financial support for the 
continental agency. 


The minister, whose country chairs the PANA interim 
board, stressed the need for Africa to rise to the 
challenges on the new world information order by 
Sustaining its only news agency, capable of reporting 
events from the continent correctly. 


Salim expressed dismay at the non-payment of dues to 
PANA, saying: "We should either run the institution 
well or kill it." 


Ofonagolo is on the mission with PANA’s coordinator- 
general, Babucar Fall and Malam Wada Maida [names 
as received] managing director of the NEWS AGENCY 
OF NIGERIA (NAN), representing Nigeria as chairman 
on PANA’s interim board. 


The Nigerian minister also met with his Ethiopian coun- 
terpart Wolde Chamo to discuss PANA’s dire finan- 
cial situation. Chamo renewed Ethiopia’s commitment 
to and support for PANA. He said his country had been 
unable to meet its financial obligation to the agency in 
the past two years because of its economic downturn 
and hard currency difficulties. 


Bank Governor Urges Region To Prepare for 
GATT 


MB0811132095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1153 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) WINDHOEK Nov 8 SAPA 
— Sub-Saharan Africa’s short-term economic growth 
prospects are the best they have been in years, but longer 
term development may be doomed without suitable 
preparation for GATT. 


Addressing central bank governors at the Association 
of African Central Banks (AACB) in Windhoek on 
Wednesday, Bank of Mauritius Managing Director Rana 
Tacouri said Africa’s economic activity had increased 
by 2.7 per cent in 1994 compared to 0.7 per cent the 
previous year. 


World GDP had grown by 3.7 per cent last year and the 
latest world economic outlook had predicted this would 
increase by 3.8 per cent in 1995 and 4.2 per cent in 
1996. 
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"Against the background of a significant improvement 
in the external environment, the short-term outlook for 
sub-Saharan Africa is better than it has been for a 
number of years." 


Real GDP growth was expected to average five per cent 
a year during 1995/96, allowing gains in real per capita 
income of two per cent a year. 


Average inflation was projected to slow to 10 per cent 
by 1996 with the externa! current account deficit being 
narrowed, Tacouri said. 


"The improved growth prospects largely reflect the 
expected pursuit of appr. riate reform efforts by ruost 
of the sub-Saharan African countries." 


But he warned that the pending implementation of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade Uruguay 
Round agreement could have far-reaching effects on the 
economies of AACB countries. 


"In the short-term at least, countries are likely to 
experience an increase in import costs which would also 
have an adverse impact on their balance of payments. 


"To face the new economic challenge created in the 
wake of the GATT agreement, countries of eastern and 
southern Africa must adopt carefully designed policies 
to speed up adjustment in their respective economies 
and ease the transition to the new world trading system.” 


Policies would have to include attracting more private 
Capital flows and increasing saving and investment by 
government and private sector. 


Most capital was being directed to the emerging markets 
of Latin America and Asia with only an insignificant 
amount reaching African shores, he said, adding: “and 
most of it goes to South Africa.” 


Namibian Finance Minister Helmut Angula told dele- 
gates that financial integration would bring new com- 
plications for monetary and payment system policy as 
well as banking supervision. 


"A country’s monetary policy will have to operate in an 
environment in which its domestic financial conditions 
are influenced by free movements of regional capital 
and by economic. conditions and policies abroad." 


The 27th AACB meeting in Windhoek is being at- 
tended by central bank representatives from 20 coun- 
tries including the BLNS states (Botswana, Lesotho, 
Namibia, Swaziland], Zimbabwe, Zambia, Rwanda, Bu- 
rundi, Uganda and Ethiopia. 
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Burundi 
Fugi‘ive Ex-Security Chief Reportedly in Zaire 


EA0°11214095 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1359 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura, 8 Nov (ABP) — 
According to an informed source at the state prosecu- 
tor’s office, the former general administrator of security, 
Mr. Audifax Ndabitoreye, who was receatly appointed 
head of missions in the office of the president of the 
Republic, and for whom an arrest warrant has been is- 
sued, has fled to Zaire. 


The flight of Mr. Audifax Ndabitoreye became known 
on Monday [6 November], the same source added. 
He did not reveal where Mr. Ndabitoreye had hidden 
himself before his flight, when he fled to Zaire or 
under what conditions he fled. He only said that he had 
benefited from the protection of the authorities and that 
one day the authorities would have to recognize their 
respunsibility. [passage omitted] 


Bubanza Governor Resigns for Security Reasons 


EA0911103395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 9 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Herman Tuyaga, the governor 
of Bubanza Province, yesterday addressed a letter of 
resignation to the president of the Republic, Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya. Among the various reasons he gave 
was his personal security, which he said was still under 
threat, despite the fact that measures have been taken 
by the highest military authorities. 


Congo 
Army Deployment Aimed at Clamp Down on 
Bandits 


AB0811212995 Paris AFP in French 
1602 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 8 Nov (AFP) — 
The deployment of soldiers, which has been going 
on since the evening of 6 November in central and 
northern Brazzaville, are aimed at "tracking down armed 
bandits," Nimi Madingou, minister delegate in charge 
of security, stated on television yesterday evening. This 
is the first official explanation of this deployment of 
soldiers. 


"It is a routine operation,” Mr. Madingou added, stress- 
ing that the soldiers were asked to support the police 
and the gendarmes "in arresting the bandits who com- 
mit atrocities in the city.” 


The head of the urban section of the Criminal Investi- 
gations Department, Colonel Emerson Elenga, spoke in 
the same vein by stating on the radio that the deploy- 
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ment of so! diers in central and northern Brazzaville can 
be explained by the fact that these "districts are fallback 
bases for bandits." 


The military deployment was, however, reduced in the 
north of the city, the AFP correspondent observed. 
It is the case of Ouenze and Talangai, stronghold of 
former party which has become one of the opposition 
components: The Congolese Labor Party of ex-president 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso. On the other hand, dozens of 
soldiers were still present at Moungali in the center of 
the capital. 


Late this morning, there was calm in the center and 
north of the city where the residence is going normally 
aboui iis duties despite the presence of soldiers. 


Furthermore, the light armored cars that were deployed 
on 6 November 25 km north of the city were still in 
place late this morning, witnesses told AFP. 


Rwanda 


Kagame on Genocide, Island Battle, Refugees 


BRO811133295 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
8 Nov 95 p2 


[Interview with Paul Kagame, vice president and de- 
fense minister, by Colette Braeckman in Kigali; date 
not given: "Kagame on Kigali Conference on Genocide, 
Borders, and Internal Security"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Braeckman] The conference on 
the genocide was important for the Rwandan Govern- 
ment. Are you satisfied with its conclusions? 


[Kagame] Certainly. We will take account of the sug- 
gestions formulated which will inspire future govern- 
ment policy, especially in the area of justice, which is a 
crucial issue. We must provide the kind of justice that 
Rwandans are seeking, and begin a healing process of 
our society which ultimately is to result in reconcilia- 
tion. 


I believe that the conference conclusions will be ac- 
cepted by the Rwandan people, because all layers of 
society were involved in its activities. It is an example 
of the way we believe we should conduct affairs: open 
up a wide-ranging debate which gives everyone the op- 
portunity to have their say, and then decide. Some major 
decisions must be made within the next few weeks. 


{Braeckman}] Former Prime Minister Twagiramungu 
made some very alarming statements in Brussels, de- 
nouncing the insecurity in the country and, above all, 
tens if not hundreds of thousands of victims among the 
Hutus, apparently murdered by sections of the Army. 
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{[Kagame] Twagiramungu’s statements are principally 
inspired by political opportunism: If he knew about so 
many victims when he was prime minister, why did he 
not publicly denounce it himself? He disappointed us: 
He was said to be ambitious, on occasion scheming, 
but we trusted him, because he represented a major op- 
position party with which we wanted to share power. 
When he was in the government, he drew attention to 
isolated acts of violence which were always thoroughly 
investigated and explained. In Kanama for example, we 
acted immediately, took measures against the soldiers 
involved, and explained to everybody what had hap- 
pened. Soldiers do sometimes mistreat or kill civilians, 
but this is not on the orders of the authorities as Twa- 
giramungu claims. On the contrary, they are punished. 


What I find is that many groups abroad who do not 
want to admit that the genocide happened are putting 
present incidents into the balance in an attempt to 
suggest that this government is no different than the 
previous one, and that there have been two genocides. I 
do not understand how Twagiramungu, who had taken 
up a political position against those who committed the 
genocide, can now speak with these groups abroad. 


{[Braeckman] Former Interior Minister Sendashonga 
nevertheless stated that he has received 700 letters 
denouncing murders, human rights violations.... 


[Kagame] He did indeed draw attention to this in 
cabinet, but he forgot to say that many of these letters 
concerned the same incident, and that investigations had 
followed and measures were taken. With so many Blue 
Helmets and human rights observers all over the country 
how do you think we could possibly conceal killings on 
a major scale? It is impossible. As to disappearances, 
there are aso people returning to Zaire. 


Soldiers Guilty of Misconduct Have Been and Are 
Being Punished 


{Braeckman] Are all the armed men in the country who 
commit armed robbery soldiers? 


[Kagame] Indeed, people often forget that this country 
was awash with arms and military uniforms. On many 
occasions we have captured men in uniform who were 
not soldiers at all, some of them from Zaire or Tanzania. 
Those who accuse the Army are perfectly aware of all 
of this. You must also realize that many Rwandans who 
were traumatized by their experiences are now behaving 
ifrationally. 


[Braeckman] Were the soldiers guilty of misconduct 
punished after the Kanama and Kibeho massacres and 
other incidents? 
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[Kagame] Certainly. We have the equivalent to a whole 
battalion in prison, 600 men in all, punished for various 
offenses: acts of revenge, robbery, murder. Even if 
some actions can be explained by the genocide, they 
are nevertheless unacceptable and must be punished. 
Also, many officers, many of them former companions 
in arms, have also been punished as they were held 
responsible for certain situations which they did not 
manage as they should have, as in Kibeho or Kanama. 
Some officers have been discharged, others imprisoned 
or confined to house arrest. They must accept this: 
Nobody is above the law. 


Hundreds Dead in a Continuing Operation on Lake 
Kivu 


{Braeckman] What is the situation on the borders: Are 
there infiltrations? 


{[Kagame] There is some cross-border movement in the 
border districts. We are informed of what is being 
plotted in Zaire, and many men have been intercepted 
when they arrive in Rwanda. We have not made a lot 
of fuss about it, but we have been very effective and 
have combed the forests of Gishwati and Nyungwe to 
destroy arms caches and stop infiltrations. 


We have also succeeded in a major operation on Iwawa 
Island, on Lake Kivu. This island is to the north of Idjui, 
on Rwandan territory, and the rebels had set up a major 
training camp there. We surrounded them on Sunday 
morning [5 November] during a majoi amphibious 
operation, which is still continuing. In any case, they 
have no way of escape. 


[Braeckman]} Were there heavy losses? 


[Kagame] They number in their hundreds among our 
opponents, which has dealt a blow to their morale. 


There are also other infiltrations in the north, from the 
Zairian border. In this area the soldiers from the former 
army are helped by the Zairian battalion in Rumungabo. 
There is certainly collusion by the Zairian Army, but we 
do not know who to accuse: the Zairian Government or 
the individuals in the Zairian Army itself. 


On the Tanzanian side, however, all problems have been 
solved and infiltrations from Burundi have also been 
stopped. We also know that the former army in Zaire 
has received arms supplies but so far they have been 
careful to ensure that they do not fall into ovr hands 
so that there is no proof. We still do not know if this 
support comes from governments or private groups. 
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We Want Nongovernmental Organizations To 
Return From Zaire With Refugees 


[Braeckman] Will the return of the refugees pose a 
security problem? 


{[Kagame] We are keeping a very close watch on this 
as some of them concealed weapons in the country 
before leaving. We are aware of this problem, but that 
does not affect our determination to welcome back the 
refugees. Their return poses logistic problems of food 
and housing, but 1.ot security. 


[Braeckman| And can you guarantee the security of the 
refugees thesnselves? 


[Kagame] We try to guarantee it, as we do for all of 
Rwarda’s citizens: That is our duty. But conditions 
are clearly difficult for everyone. That is why we need 
outside help. 


We want the nongovernmental O¢ganizations (NGO's} 
working with the refugees in Zaire to cross over with 
them and to help them inside Rwanda. But these NGO's 


must work with the government and Rot agaitehit- At” 


present, we see that many civil servants prefer to work 


for these NGO's or internatjonal organization Qgemtse~,. 
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not on the refugee camp. It is a portion of land in Lake 
Kivu Region, 5 km from Ijwi, therefore on the Zairian 
side. It is used as a base and training camp by the former 
soldiers. It was on the strength of the information we 
received from the border areas that attacks were being 
launched from this part occupied by the former soldiers 
that our armed forces organized an operation to liberate 
that area. There was fighting and serious exchange of 
fire in which people died, especially on the side of the 
former soldiers. The official casualty figures are over 
141 dead on the side of the former soldiers and, if I'm 
not mistaken, five dead and a number of wounded on 
the side of our armed forces. 


[Saliou] Concretely, Mr. Prime Minister, what is your 
accusation against the Rwandan Armed Forces? 


[Rwigema] I am accusing aan many offenses. First, 
they left after massac le. se you accept 
the term genocide Which is now acc worldwide. 
They massacred th@ people and on leaving, when 
—— by the Rwandan Patriotic Frant Army, they 

ooned the majority of the populatioa, a population 
that we have been persuading to return. As you know, 
these people are still arm@d and we accuse them of 


they are better paid... We mast really encourage a Peo “grasooning the population’ into not returning home. 


partnership between the N 
And the NGO’s must also ayoid exacegbating ethnic 
divisions, such as by recruiting primaffly from one 
ethnic group, for example... t 


[Braeckman] Why do you wan OWAMIB [UN Assis- 


tance Mission in Rwanda] to leave the ceuntry? 


{[Kagame] Because we are not a country under anyone’ s 
protection and it is up to the government to assume is 
responsibilities and ensure Rwandans’ security. 


Premier Justifies Attack on Rebel Island Camp 


ABO08 11225595 7~w eieahiad en 


*s and the government. 


1830 GMT 8 Nov 95 . 
{[FBIS Translated Text] In an XC 


interview 
granted to Mohamed Issoufou Saliou, Prime 
Minister Pierre-Celestin Rwigema refuted r that 


there were civilians among the people killed on 3 


November in an operation on Iwawa Island in Lake 
Kivu Region by the Rwandan Patriotic Army. Let us 
listen to him: 


[Begin recording] [Rwigema] The Rwandan Patriotic 
Army did not massacre any civilians. The Rwandan 
Patriotic Army liberated a part of the land in Lake 
Kivu Region where there were infiltrations following 
the departure of the population last year. There was an 
infiltration by the former soldiers who used this part of 
the land as their training base. The attack was therefore 


s you know, we asked these former soldiers to 
return. Some of them have already returned. Over 2,00 
persons have already been enrolled into the Army anJ 
they were also members of the former soldiers. 


{Saliou] In other words, these former soldiers constitute 
a danger for your government. 


[Rwigema] They constitute danger because they are 
armed. They are aske@tocome back t6 their motherland 
and they don’t wan€to. They want me on condition 
frat they are not tfied for the crimé mey committed 
after April 1994. — f . 


[Saliou] Do you thitk the clash th§t resulted in the 
death of these few hundreds of e is the solution 
to bringing calm to this Kivu Region foday? 


[Rwigema] I wonder if you recognize the term sover- 
eignty of a state. Our forces should at least ensure the 


eaereieny of our borders and those of the state as a 
whol@it jg a question of security. The area the former 


soldiers occupied constituted a point of departure for 
infiltrations and threats on the lives of civilians. 


[Saliou] Don’t you fear for the worse regarding the 
fact that the remaining elements of these former armed 
forces could come back and take their revenge in the 
coming days or months? 


[Rwigema] I think they were armed on ieaving the 
country. I think you are aware of that. They were all 
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armed and we are informed that they are still armed 
where they are. We are therefore following the situation 
very closely. [end recording} 


Press Carys Visits Island 


EA0811224095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Rwandan and foreign 
press today visited Iwawa Island, where, as you will 
recall, on Saturday [4 November] the Rwandan Armed 
Forces were fighting the former government forces, 
FAR [Forces Armees Rwandaises], which lost 14] 
killed, while the Rwandan Patriotic Army had 5 killed 
and 13 wounded. 


The national and foreign press was able to observe that 
the bodies were dressed in military uniforms and were 
between 15 years and 35 years old. A former FAR 
soldier, who was one of the few survivors, escaped using 
two banana tree stems in Lake Kivu. Seeing unknown 
people approaching him, he preferred to plunge into the 
water and was never seen ag. in. 


The press also established that the island was uninhab- 
ited and met some of the 15 prisoners there, who said 
the former FAR were sent by a certain Majcr (Ntikina), 
whose chief of operations on the ground was Lieutenant 
Calixte Selemani. The former FAR occupied Iwawa Is- 
land on or about 22 September this year and were able 
to prepare a large terrain, where they engaged in mili- 
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tary training. They took the opportunity to plant beans, 
since, according to captured soldiers, they hoped to set- 
tle there for as long as possible. The terrain for military 
training proved to be mined and a soldier of the APR 
{Rwandan Patriotic Army] was today wounded in the 
leg when one of the mines exploded. 


Commander Charles Ngoga, the commander of the 
Rwandan Army in the region, for his part explained that 
the island had not earlier been garrisoned, because it was 
uninhabited. Now, however, troops would be stationed 
on it. 


The report was sent to us from Gisenyi by our colleague 
Vincent Muligande. 


Commission To Probe Military Training Reports 


EA0811193195 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The International Commis- 
sion of Inquiry to investigate reports of military training 
and arms transfer to the former Rwandan Government 
forces has arrived in Rwanda to begin its work. The 
commission is led by Ambassador Mahmud Qasim of 


Egypt. [passage omitted] 


According tuo the chairman of the commission, the com- 
mission is neutral and independent and seeks coopera- 
tion of all parties in its mandate. 
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Kenya 
Natior: P-epared To Cooperate on Rwandan 
Tribunal 


MS0911114795 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 9 Nov 95 p 24 


{Letter by Dr. S. J. Kosgei, permanent secretary, Kenyan 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooper- 
ation: "Kenya Ready To Co-operate On Rwanda Tri- 
bunal”] 

{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Sir, I would like to correct 
a misapprehension that may have arisen from Michela 
Wrong’s article "Defian’. Kenya is running out of steam" 
[October 25] in which she claims President Moi “has 
refused to co-operate with an international tribunal on 
Rwanda”. 

This is not the position. President Moi has made it 
clear that Kenya is fully prepared to co-operate with 
the tribunal in Rwanda to ensure justice is applied 
to all and the root causes that led to the genocide 
are addressed comprehensively. Perhaps Ms Wrong is 
confusing Kenya's position on the tribunal with that 
of the government of Rwanda, which voted agains? the 
establishment of the international tribunal at the general 
assembly. 


As far as Kenya is concerned, the tribunal should start 
its work. It should also concern itself with the position 
of those held, without trial, in Rwandese prisons. 


Mar “ousands of refugees, including Sudanese and 
Soi. ‘ave sought safety in Kenya over the years. 
The pre*ocnt of Rwanda lived in Kenya between 1982 
and 14>.) under such circumstances. Kenya does not 
welcome this situation but is prepared to honour its 
international obligations to these unfortunate people. 


If the tribunal, the government of Rwanda, or anyone 
else requires that Rwandcse refugees should leave 
Kenya against their will the correct procedures should 
be adhered to — namely seeking the support and 
assistance of the United Nations high commissioner for 
refugees for their removal. 


Somalia 


Libyan Recognition of Aidid Called ‘Terrorism’ 


EA0811220495 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Somali Salvation Alliance, 
SSA, which translates the feelings of the people and 
which is the agent for the healing of the peace-loving 
Somali people, has condemned the awkward step of 
recognition of Aidid’s government, which was taken by 
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Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, the president of the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 


In a news conference held at the presidency in Mo- 
gadishu, tre SSA disclosed that this recognition had 
worried the Somali people, who were occupied w.ih 
finding solutions to the prolonged civil war and the 
reconstruction of a representative national government. 
The alliance also said that, as is already known, Colonel 
al-Qadhdnafi is well known for supporting terrorism and 
he is opposed to world stability and the peaceful coexis- 
tence of the world co nmunity. It is for this reason that 
he is backing General Aidid who has become a symbol 
of his anti-peace activities and who is the leader of ter- 
rorists in Somalia. 

The SSA informed the world in this news conference 
that Colonel al-Qadhdhafi violated all the resolutions of 
the UN Security Council, those of the OAU [Organ- 
ization of African "Jnity], the Arab League and OIC 
{Organization of the Islamic Conference] in relation to 
non-interference in the affairs of Somalia until a gen- 
eral solution for all the Somali people is found, ard for 
non-recognition of any self-styled group claiming to be 
a government. 


This news conference was attentively followed by those 
present and the SSA said that Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, 
in fulfilling his acts of terrorism, had decided to spark 
a second war among Somali people. Therefore, peace- 
loving Somalis were duty bound to counter the terrorism 
of Libya which was serving the anti-peace self-styled 
group. 


The SSA warned that it will not be responsible for any 
misfortune they [Libyans] suffer in Somalia. 


It was made clear in this news conference that the SSA 
has decided with effect from 8 November 1995 that no 
political, cultural or economic relations should be estab- 
lished with the government of Libya. In conclusion, the 
alliance called on the international community to take 
relevant steps against the terrorist acts the government 


of Libya is perpetrating in Somalia. 


Mahdi Radio: 28 Aidid Troops Killed Near Baidoa 


EA0811222695 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A spokesman for the SDM 
{Somali Democratic Movement] has clarified that on 
Tuesday [7 November] their forces attacked the airport 
at Baidoa and killed 28 members of Aidid’s forces, who 
had illegally entered the region and injured 20 others. 


The official added that a similar attack took place in 
the center of the town and the Digil and Mirifle forces 
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burnt out two vehicles: a Land Cruiser and a Land Rover 
belonging to Aidid’s group. 

He said that Aidid’s group massacred civilians in Baidoa 
and killed people including religious scholars, women 
and children in revenging the defeat they suffered at the 
hands of Digil and Mirifie forces. 


In conclusion, he said that the SDM’s struggle will 
continue as long as Aidid remains in the region under 
[word indistinct] the administration of Digil and Mirifle. 


Tanzania 
Sudan Denies Accusing Tanzania of Aiding Rebels 


EA0811162195 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1000 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Sudan has denied reports which 
accused )'anzania of assisting the SPLA, [Sudanesx 
People’s Liberation Army] rebels, saying that such 
reports were aimed at disrupting the existing good 
relations between Tanzania and Sudan. 

The Sudanese ambassador to Tanzania, Mr. Charles de 
Wol, said he had contacted his country’s government 
in Khartoum following the news broadcast by the BBC 
and confirmed that the reports had not originated from 
the government. 


Mr. de Wol said that the alarming reports had no 
foundation, adding that they did not represent the views 
of the government. The ambassador issued the statement 
following recent reports that Tanzanian soldiers have 
been helping a rebel group based in Uganda which is 
fighting against the Sudanese Government. 


Uganda 
Museveni Denies Ugandan Role in Sudan Fighting 


EA0811223595 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni 
has emphasized the importance of having a good 
road network and educating the population on how to 
optimally use resources available to them in the struggle 
to eliminate poverty. 


(He was] addressing a press conference this afternoon at 
the parliamentary building in Kampala about his recent 
visit to USA, UK, Egypt and Libya. [passage omitted] 


Responding to a question [about] the allegations going 
arovnd that Uganda is playing a role in the ongoing 
war in southern Sudan, President Museveni dismissed 
them as totally wrong. He said that Uganda has been 
monitoring what has been going on in tat area but has 
not intervened in the affairs of the Sudan. 
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On some donor pressures to amend the Constitution 
to allow multiparty politics to operate, Mr. Museveni 
said that the new Constitution clearly said that the 
sovereignty belongs to the people of Uganda. He said 
that those who are trying to pressure [the] government 
on any issue should be aware that power is in the hands 
of the people. Therzfore, he added, no one can change 
the direction of Uganda's internal politics, primarily to 
suit donors, because that decision has to be made by the 
people of Uganda, who have now been empowered to 
shape the course of their lives. Mr. Museveni reiterated 
what he had said at the UN conference in New York 
recently, that Uganda will develop with or without 
external aid. 


—- 


allegations that Uganda is training mercenaries (o 
over row the government of Kenya, President Musev- 
emi ‘aid that Uganda has no such intentions and dis- 
mis cd the allegations as false. 


Asked to comment about the workers” strikes in public 
institutions such as Mulago Hospital, President Musev- 
eni said that the government will continue tu explain 
the state of the economy and how it functions so that 
those involved in the strike understand and stop making 
unrealistic demands. 

He said that the only way forward is ior he government 
to keep expanding the tax base, especially by attracting 
more factories which will employ more people and pay 
taxes to the government. He said that the workers must 
be disciplined and realize the economic realities in the 
country today. [passage omitted] 


President’s Spokeswoman on Egypt Visit, Ties 
NC0811171695 Cairo MENA in English 
1410 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kainpala, 8 Nov (MENA}— 
Official spokesperson for President Yower! Museveni 
described his recent visit io Egypt as a qualitative 
leap forward towards further consolidation of bilateral 
relations in various fields. 


In a statement to MENA today, she said that friendly 
relations between Presidents Hiusni Mubarak and Mu- 
seveni represent solid basis {or understanding and co- 
operation between the two peoples. The visit resulted 
im important outcome as regards increase of joint eco- 
nomic cooperation and trade exchange and flow of in- 
vestment, she added. She underlined that the Ugandan 
Government welcomes Egyptian businessmen and in- 
vestors to set up productive projects in Uganda. She 
referred to President Museveni's keenness on meeting 
Egyptian businessmen in Cairo and expounding oppor- 
tunities of investment in Uganda and facilities offered 
to foreign invest.rs and businessmen. 
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The agreements signed between Egypt and Uganda dur- _— of the new industrial zones in Egypt, she said, adding 
ing Mu: -veni’s visit in fields of economic cooperation that Ugandan delegations will be shortly dispatched to 
and protection of investments might encourage busi- Egypt to study that experience. 

nessmen of both countries on joint trade and investment, 

she said. The Ugandan president expressed admiration 
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Bavarian Premier: Only Federalism To Ease 
Poverty 


MB0811171395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1650 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 8 
SAPA — F sderalism was the only way for South Africa 
to go if she wanted to better the living conditions of her 
people and end the misery of poverty, Bavarian Premier 
Dr Edmund Stoiber said on Wednesday (8 November]. 


Speaking in German, Stoiber said states in a federal 
system were relatively equal and imbalances could be 
easily sorted out, unlike in a centralist country where 
one state could be better off at the expense of others. 
He was speaking at a luncheon in Johannesburg. Stoiber 
pledged economic support for South Africa, although he 
did not elaborate. 


He said Bavaria was driven by the philosophy that 
investments which created five jobs for South Africans 
would indirectly create one job in Bavaria. Stoiber 
attributed the success of the Bavarian state to the type 
of education offered there. Education was not only 
theoretical, but vocational, and people were brought into 
a working environment as early as possible, he said. 
This ended in gross national product growth. Bavaria’s 
GNP was one-third bigger than Britain’s. 


Denel, French Company To Market Oryx 
Helicopter 


MBO0811204895 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] South African helicopters will 
be marketed internationally in cooperation with one of 
the biggest European manufacturers. The arms man- 
ufacturer Denel signed the agreement with the Euro- 
pean company Eurocopter. Marinus Wijnbeek reports 
that this could mean a promising future for the South 
African aviation industry. 


[Begin recording] [Wijnbeek] The helicopter under the 
spotlight is the South African-manufactured Oryx, used 
on a large scale by the Air Force. This aircraft is an 
operationally proven product suited to dusty, hot, and 
tropical conditions. It ought to find a good market in 
the Middle zad Far East and will be exhibited for 
the first time at the Dubai air show alongside the 
Rooivalk [Red Falcon]. The agreement with the French 
company Eurocopter is aimed at the joint marketing of 
the helicopter. 


{[Denel managing director Johan Alberts] This is an 
agreement where partners enter the field with certain 
advanced technology. We have advanced technology 
concerning the Oryx and they have advanced technology 
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concerning certain other systems, and if we can combine 
this then we can easily satisfy the needs of a client. 


[Wijnbeek] The cooperation with Eurocopter, the com- 
pany involved in the development and manufacturing of 
the Oryx’s predecessor, the Puma, has the potential to 
give the South African aviation industry, namely Atlas, 
and also its technology a foothold in the highly com- 
petitive international market. [end recording] 


SANDF Report Notes Need To Purchase Corvettes 


MB0711171795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1703 GMT 7 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Nov 7 SAPA — 
The importance of approval for the Navy’s planned pur- 
chase of four corvettes was on Tuesday highlighted in 
the South African National Defence Force’s [SANDF] 
first public annual report, for the 1994/95 financial year. 


It was tabled at a meeting of Parliament’s joint standing 
committee on defence. 


In a letter accompanying the report, SANDF Chief Gen 
Georg Meiring said it had in the past been a classified 
document with restricted circulation, but in the new era 
of openness it was being more widely distributed. 


"In this way we aim to familiarise the public with the 
Challenges facing the new united SANDF, as well as the 
successes achieved with the means at our disposal." 


The report said the major Navy aims for 1995/96 were 
the purchase of the patrol corvettes, progress in the 
strike craft life-extension programme and shipborne 
communications. The strike craft projects were due for 
completion in 1997, and the modernisation of shore 
communications facilities would be concluded next 
year. 


"Provided that present levels of funding are maintained 
and that the necessary approval is obtained for vessel 
acquisition to proceed, the Navy should be \e"! on 
its way to achieving the approved force design and 
Structure early in the next century." 


Turning to the Air Force, the report said the full-time 
force stood at 13,296 personnel, a 33 percent cut over 
five years. The aircraft fleet remained at 475. 


The report said the Army’s full-time personnel strength 
was 55,291. 


Meiring said in a foreword the world remained unstable 
and unpredictable. It was in the country’s economic and 
security interests, in a world where the lamb and lion 
were ostensibly preparing to lie with each other, that 
South Africa be the lion. Meiring said the SANDF was 
totally committed to this end. 
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APLA Cadres Threaten ‘Crime Spree’ in E. Cape 


MBO0711203195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1958 GMT 7 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) KING WILLIAM’S TOWN 
Nov 7 SAPA — About 100 disgruntled former Azanian 
People’s Liberation Army [APLA] members, turned 
away by the South African National Defence Force 
[SANDF], on Tuesday threatened a violent crime spree 
in the Eastern Cape unless they were accepted within 
three days. 


They staged a sit-in at the offices of the Pan Africanist 
Congress in King William’s Town after they were 
turned away on Tuesday from the 13 SAI [South 
African Infantry] battalion base in Bisho, where a group 
of former cadres had assembled in preparation for 
integration with the SANDF. 


The group was expected to leave for De Brug in Bloem- 
fontein and Wallmannsthal near Pretoria on Wednesday. 


A man claiming to command the disgruntled cadres, 
Aaron Zathu, said armed robberies, car hijackings and 
bank robberies would double within the next three days 
if irregularities relating to the integration of former 
APLA cadres in the province were not addressed. 


Zathu said the group was preparing for an operation 
which would include the planting of bombs in strategic 
places. The province would soon be ungovernable, he 
said. 


“We warn settlers that APLA is back again,” he said. 


Zathu said that on the first day of the operation "the 
whole Azania will mourn and cry". 


Among targets for killing were two former APLA cadres 
and senior SANDF officers based at the Group Eight 
base in East London, Maj Clifford Poni and a Maj 
Mpondo. 


Zathu alleged the two officers had been bribed into 
incorporating former Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of 
the Nation; ANC military wing] members in an intake 
of cadres that was supposed to be made up of APLA 
members, and he called for their dismissal. 


Zathu said the group would mobilise youths in their 
areas tO engage in criminal activities and violence. He 
said his warning was not child’s play as the group was 
composed of highly trained "hit men", bomb experts and 
snipers who were in possession of a number of arms 
caches that were not turned over to the SANDF as part 
of the agreement on the integration of former political 
militias. 

Pan Africanist Congress 
Mnyakama refused to comment. 


spokesman Mninizo 
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Paramilitary Force Said Training 


MB0811185395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1735 GMT 8 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 8 
SAPA — At least one paramilitary force was being 
trained in the Eastern Cape, Safety and Security MEC 
{member of the Executive Council] Dennis Neer said 
on Wednesday, SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] Radio reported. 


The force allegedly consisted of disgruntled former Aza- 
nian People’s Liberation Arny [APLA] members who 
were refused integration with the SA [South Africa] Na- 
tional Defence Force. Neer declined to elaborate, say- 
ing the matter was under investigation. He said suspects 
would be charged as soon as it was established crimi- 
nal offences were being committed. Neer’s statements 
follow threats by former APLA cadres on Tuesday to 
plant bombs throughout the Eastern Cape, embark on a 
crime spree and murder two former colleagues now in 
charge of military integration. 


E. Cape Cabinet Discusses Threats 


MB0811131895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Eastern Cape Safety and Se- 
curity Minister Dennis Neer is engaged in a cabinet 
meeting today to discuss threats of violence by former 
APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army] cadres. 


He said he was taking the matter very seriously. 
About 100 former APLA members, who were refused 
integration into the National Detense Force at the Bisho 
army base, have threatened to embark on a crime spree 
in the Eastern Cape. They threatened to plant bombs 
and kill two former APLA members now in charge of 
integration into the province's army. 


Provincial Army Command spokesman Colonel Johan 
Engelbrecht says the former APLA cadres have turned 
away for a variety of reasons. 


{Begin Engelbrecht recording] Some of them were 
not on a certified personnel register. Others could not 
provide proof of identity, and there were also cases 
whether they have already been accepted into the 
SANDF [South African National Defens? Force] with 
previous intakes. Now the last category of people must 
return to their units as soon as possible, for they are 
actually without leave at the moment. And then there 
were also people who were far too young to be accepted 
into the Defense Force, and they could not have been 
part of any military movement before the time. [end 
recording] 
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Meanwhile, 145 PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] sol- 
diers from the Eastern Cape are to arrive at de Brug 
outside Bloemfontein later today. The 145 soldiers will 
be the last of the fifth APLA intake at the base. 


PAC Views Election Defeat as Challenge 


MB0811132795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] says it’s not seeing its poor showing in the local 
government eleciions as a defeat, but as a challenge. 
PAC deputy president, Dr. Motsuku Pheko, said the 
party was still working hard to market its message of 
equitable distribution of land and other resources. 


AVF Promises Not To Act Against ANC Councils 


MB0811131995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0900 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Afrikaner Volksfront 
{Afrikaner National Front, AVF] says that it will not 
take up arms following the ANC takeover of local 
councils. 


Spokesman Dr. Douw van der Merwe says Afrikaners 
would not be able to further their course by protesting 
against the status quo. He says Afrikaners are basically 
Christian and do not want to fight. However, he said 
that the final phase of a communist takeover was now 
complete and said that action would be taken if the 
Situation had deteriorated further by the turn of the 
century. 


Elections Confront SANCO With New Questions 


MBO0611103095 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 3 Nov 95 pp 12, 13 


[Report by Amrit Manga] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Civic organisations have been 
debating their role for many years now. Some of 
the polemic was most acutely focused in the mid- 
Eighties with the launch of the rent boycotts — a 
period during which efforts to build civic structures 
were given a new impetus. Since then, the unbanning of 
the political organisations, the multi-party negotiations 
and the election of democratic national and provincial 
governments have changed the course of the debate 
substantially. 


In the early Nineties, the most pressing question con- 
fronting the civic movement was the nature of its re- 
lationship to political parties and more specifically, the 
ANC. At issue was whether the civic movement should 
align itself with a political organisation or remain inde- 
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pendent. That debate came to a head just before the na- 
tional and provincial elections when the South African 
National Civic Organisation (Sanco) decided to back the 
ANC in last year’s crucial April 27 elections. 


The debate was taken a step further after the elec- 
tions when calls were made to include Sanco as the 
fourth partner in the ANC-SACP [South African Com- 
munist Party]-Cosatu (Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] alliance. Now with the local government elec- 
tions, the debate has taken on yet another dimension as 
Sanco grapples with the implications of losing nearly 
80 percent of its core leadership at national, provincial 
and community level to local government. 


And the question confronting the organisation is 
whether to allow its leaders and activists to retain their 
positions in Sanco’s regional and community structures 
while serving as local government officials on an ANC 
ticket — or to disengage the two roles and force a clear 
separation between the civics on the one hand and the 
ANC and government on the other. 


Sanco’s national president, Mlungisi Hlongwane, speak- 
ing to New Nation on the eve of the local government 
elections, said the debate had yet to be resolved by his 
Organisation. But that does not mean it hasn’t begun de- 
bating the issue. In January this year, the Sanco National 
Executive Committee (NEC) hastily convened a meet- 
ing when it was unexpectedly faced with the prospect 
of losing its national president, Lechesa Tsenoli, to the 
national parliament. 


Sanco national general secretary, Penrose Ntlonti, says 
the position adopted at the time dictated that anyone 
going into government would have to relinquish leader- 
ship positions in Sanco. 


But unlike Cosatu, which also released its most senior 
leaders for national and provincial government in April 
last year, the Sanco NEC decided to retain Tsenoli as an 
exofficio member of its executive rather than terminate 
his formal links with the civic movement altogether. 
This allowed him to continue attending Sanco executive 
committee meetings and to execute tasks on behalf of 
the civic organisation. 


Referring to the NEC decision Hlongwane says that 
"from the point of view of existing Sanco policy, all 
members who hold a position in government after the 
elections, should only act as ex-officio members of the 
Civic organisation”. 

This position was adopted to ensure that the civic 
movement did not lose the benefit of the organisational 
experience that leaders such as Tsenoli and former trade 
unionist Moses Mayekiso brought to Sanco. But that 
remains the NEC’s position and can only be ratified by 
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the organisation’s national conference. That conference, 
however, is scheduled for June next year and will not 
address the challenges that will be thrown up by this 
week’s elections and the exodus of leadership into local 
government that will follow. 


Ntlonti says it is inevitable that the issue will have to 
be addressed by another meeting of the NEC which in 
all likelihood will be convened within a matter of days 
or weeks from now. 


Hlongwane is almost certain to take up a senior position 
in the Vaal local government structure. Speculation has 
it that the Sanco president may even be elected mayor of 
the Vaal. And once again, the organisation will have to 
ask itself whether it should retain Hlongwane as national 
president and at the same time allow him to serve as 
mayor of the Vaal. Sanco policy does not allow that. At 
best Hlongwane may only be allowed to continue as an 
ex-officio member of the executive. What complicates 
matters is the fact that Sanco has not adequately spelled 
out what the powers of ex-officio members should be. 
As the policy currently stands, Tsenoli and Mayekiso 
are only allowed to attend executive meetings and 
participate in its debates. Th?y have no voting powers. 


Beyond these limitations, the policy appears sound in 
theory. But problems have been experienced with im- 
plementation, especially in areas where Sanco structures 
have been weak and have suffered severe setbacks after 
leaders left for government. 


Hlongwane says there was therefore no consistency in 
the way in which the decision was implemented after 
January. Sanco, he says, also realised that the difficulties 
encountered during the implementation of the decision 
would have serious implication in the post-November 
elections period as well The extent of these difficulties 
becomes clear when assessed against the expectation 
that Sanco will lose as much as 80 percent of its leaders 
across the country as a result of this week’s elections. 
And this was apparent from the concerns that were being 
expressed in various Sanco regions and locals. "It has 
therefore become necessary to take an in-depth look into 
this issue." 


One aspect of the debate that has to be revisited, says 
Hlongwane, relates to the definition of government as it 
applies in the Sanco NEC decision. "At the level of lo- 
cal government, we need to make a distinction between 
ordinary councillors and those who are executive com- 
mittee members in the council," Hlongwane says. If it 
is accepted that ordinary councillors do not form part 
of local government (because they are not members of 
the executive committee) they will not be required to 
vacate Sanco positions tha urrently occupy. 
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Hlongwane agrees saying that there is therefore a 
need "to agree to a time-frame during which Sanco 
leaders elected into local government will retain their 
positions in civic structures". Instead of leaving the 
Organisation immediately they should be involved in a 
comprehensive programme to build various layers of 
leadership which will sustain the continued existence of 
Sanco even after their exodus. 


"This is a view," Hlongwane says, “that is informed by 
the fact that in many parts of the country, ANC candi- 
dates were drawn largely from Sanco, particularly ward 
candidates. In some instances, such as in Mpumalanga, 
in Gauteng and in East London, the cream of the lead- 
ership will be swallowed into local government struc- 
tures. This means that if Sanco implements NEC pol- 
icy as it stands, we will not even have the leadership 
to convene conferences where alternate officials can be 
elected. Therefore the implementation of the NEC de- 
Cision will have to be carefully thought out. 


Hlongwane says he is convinced that the policy which 
prevents councillors from holding executive positions in 
Civics is a correct one. The NEC policy must therefore 
be implemented, he says, but cautions that it can only 
be done by a strong Sanco. There is therefore a need 
for a transitional period during which the old leadership 
is phased out rather than expelled immediately after the 
elections, to help sustain the organization. 


Ntlonti agrees, saying his personal view is that those 
occupying provincial and national positions in Sanco 
should continue in those positions even if they ar? 
elected to local government so that they can build a 
leadership to succeed them in the medium to long term. 


While there is consensus in Sanco on the policy adopted 
by the NEC in January, there is no uniformity on when 
exactly it should be implemented. The Western Cape, 
for example believes there is no need for a transitional 
period during which Sanco leaders elected into local 
government should be allowed to continue to serve in 
the civic organisation. That region believes that a clear 
separation must be implemented immediately. 


That would resolve the dilemma of mandates and ac- 
countability. Sanco leaders elected onto local govern- 
ment structures on an ANC ticket will remain account- 
able to the ANC and act on mandates given to them by 
the political organisation. 


But if Sanco decides that its leaders elected into 
local government on an ANC ticket should retain their 
positions in the civic structure, a new challenge arises. 
While it addresses the practical problem of sustaining 
Organisational capacity and strength, it introduces a 
political dilemma, especially because of the permanent 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


tension that arises within the context of differing roles 
played by the civics and local government. 


In terms of the interim constitution, provincial and 
local government will be responsible for providing basic 
services, such as education, health care, roads, water 
etc. At the same time community groups have the role 
of demanding improved services, new schools, better 
roads and so on. This will ensure that there will always 
be a degree of tension between the civics and local 
government. 


"It does create a conflict of interests when a person 
occupies a key position in government and the same 
person also leads an organisation that is supposed to put 
pressure on local government to ensure that it remains 
accountable," Hlongwane says. 


Nulonti agrees. "How does a person, who is, lets say, 
Sanco president in Soweto and also mayor of Soweto, 
represent the positions of both sides at a meeting of 
the civic and local government?” he asks. "There will 
always be those contentious issues on which we will 
never see eye-to-eye,’ Nilonti adds. 


For councillors who are also Sanco leaders, this presents 
and interesting dilemrna. For them the critical question 
is: do they act in a way tha: serves the interests of local 
government or that of the civics. Their conduct in local 
government will also be determined by whether they act 
on the mandates of the ANC or Sanco. 


"Our position in Sanco is a simple one," says Hlong- 
wane. "We are saying that Sanco will not have council- 
lors because Sanco is not contesting the local govern- 
ment elections." 


This implies that councillors drawn from Sanco ranks 
will act on ANC mandates only. While that addresses 
the question of mandates, it does not offer any solutions 
to councillors from within Sanco ranks having to 
implement decisions that are in conflict with the civic. 
How do they justify these decisions when called on to 
do so within Sanco structures? 


Ntlonti believes that that issue is not as clear cut as it 
seems to be. He says while there would certainly be 
a contradiction when a mayor of Soweto, for example, 
also has to serve as Sanco president in Soweto, this is 
not necessarily true for a Sanco executive member in 
Gauteng who is also simply a councillor in Vosloorus. 
And the question that then follows is whether it is 
necessary to cui links with these councillors to preserve 
Sanco’s independence. These are questions that must be 
debated says Ntlont. 


But Ntlonti says he does not rule out the possibility of 
a leader such as Hlongwane retaining his position as 
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president of Sanco even if he is elected to the position 
of mayor in the Vaal. 


Sanco faces yet another challenge in the post-election 
period and this relates to the possibility of elected coun- 
cillors enjoying greater legitimacy in the communities 
than civic leaders. Hlongwane agrees that is pessible, 
especially because councillors, and not civics, will be 
seen to be delivering. Civics can only use their struc- 
tures to involve residents in the formulation of policy. 
But implementation will have to occur through elected 
councillors and not the civic. 


Sanco, having foreseen this problem, says it has decided 
that councillors elected on an ANC ticket should not be 
able to interact with the community on their own. If 
they wish to report back to the community, they will 
have to do so through Sanco structures. 


"This will ensure that we do not have a situation 
where individuals become accountable directly to the 
community. Instead, it ensures accountability to the 
community through the organisation. In this way, the 
Civic hopes to prevent it being sidelined altogether and 
being rendered irrelevant. 


"The other advantage of this approach is that if any gains 
are made by local government, they will be registered 
in the name of the organisations — the ANC and the 
civics and not individuals," Hlongwane says. 


Link Noted Between Gun Smuggling, Crime 


MB0411201895 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 4 Nov 95 p ll 


[Report by Greg Mills and Glenn Oosthuyzen of the 
South African Institute of International Affairs, "where 
a project sponsored by the U.S. Institute for Peace, 
examining Small Arms Proliferation and Control in 
Southern Africa, is based." ] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] At the recent Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) summit in Mma- 
batho on cross-border drug trafficking the head of South 
Africa’s Crime Investigation Service Major-General 
Neels Venter, painied a bleak picture. 


With the value of South Africa’s drug trade estimated 
somewhere between R50-75 billion [rands] annually the 
region is increasingly being used as a transit point for 
international trafficking and money laundering. 


Organised crime provides, according to government 
sources, the link for these criminal activities. Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar recently disclosed that some 278 
major drug syndicates operated in South Africa during 
1994 and about 150 of these were internationally based. 
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According to the SA [South Africa] Police Services 
[SAPS] a total of around 500 "extremely well-financed 
and superbly armed" crime syndicates are operating 
in and from South Africa. Of these 187 operated 
internationally while 125 others are active in the African 
sub-continent. 


These networks link various criminal activities: motor 
vehicle theft, drugs smuggling, money laundering and 
the illegal arms trade. Drugs often provide the resources 
from which other forms of criminal activity, including 
the supply of illegal weaponry, can be launched. 


As Mark Shaw of the Institute for Defense Policy 
has noted: "The point is simply that the smuggling 
of firearms cannot be isolated from wider forms of 
Criminality in which organised crime syndicates are 
involved.” 


Through violent crime and political unrest the issue of 
weapons proliferation has touched all South Africans. 
Of the 18,312 murders reported in South Africa in 1994 
7,083 were committed with firearms. And firearms were 
involved in 43,279 of the 68,320 robberies reported last 
year. In KwaZulu-Natal the continuing rivalry between 
Inkatha and the ANC continues to fuel demands for 
either defensive or offensive reasons. 


Each week some 35-40 homemade guns (kwashi) man- 
ufactured from an assortment of steel bedposts pipes, 
and nails are recovered in the province. 


There are a number of clear reasons for the proliferation 
of firearms in Southern Africa: first, the widespread 
regional conflicts over the past decades; second, radical 
political change and the alteration of traditional (notably 
police) structures of control; third, the consequent 
reliance on private methods of control such as non-state 
security firms and personal firearms; and fourth, socio- 
economic decay and lack of opportunity. 


In South Africa the problem surfaces in a number 
of forms. First is over the control of licensed (legal) 
firearms. By the end of 1994 3.95 million licensed 
weapons were in the hands of 17 million gun owners. 


The same year |8,888 firearms were reported stolen or 
lost. Second, there is concern about the controls over 
government stocks (which could number as high as 
5 million for the security forces) particularly those of 
the former homelands where as many as 4,000 state- 
issued automatic weapons could still be in the hands 
of civilians. Third, there are an estimated 180,000 
registered security guards in South Africa at least 
40,000 of whom are armed but also around 100,000 
unregistered usually inhouse guards who do not have to 
undergo otherwise mandatory training courses. Finally, 
three decades of regional conflict have left a surfeit of 
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weaponry some of which is now finding its way illegally 
to the ready South African market. 


What can be done to redress the problem of weapons 
proliferation? Although the AK has commonly become 
associated with political and criminal violence in South 
Africa it is pertinent to note that of the 7,083 murders 
committed with firearms in 1994 5,872 were with 
pistols or revolvers, 753 with rifles or shotguns and a 
comparatively small percentage (458) with automatic 
weapons. 


This suggests that there is as much need to tighten up 
on the control of licensed weapons as there is the flow 
of weapons across the borders. 


The police has expanded its domestic activities and 
should continue to do so. The number of firearms seized 
in 1993 increased from 11,691 to 14,770 in 1994. Yet 
the SAPS still admit to recovering only 10% of the arms 
in circulation. 


There too has been a slowdown in the number of 
licenses issued in 1995 — by August the figure stood 
at 89,861 opposed to 236,620 for the whole of 1994. 
The provisions of South Africa’s current Arms and 
Ammunition Act dealing with illegal possession should 
also be strictly enforced. 


However, this is part of a wider problem with the ju- 
dicial system: where acquittals now surpass convictions 
in South African courts and the parole boards appear 
outwardly to subvert the original justice process. 


Domestic solutions demand also strict control over and a 
nationwide public audit of government weapons stocks, 
especially of the old TVBC (Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, Ciskei] states and both in the SANDF [South 
African National Defense Force] (including the Com- 
mandos) and police. 


Moreover, with the SANDF planned to downsize by 
45,000 troops over the next four years, adequate pro- 
visions must be made tv ensure that the demobilised 
soldiers have little reason to revert to hitherto undis- 
closed weapons to ensure an income. 


Any attempts to stem the flow of weapons into the 
region will have to continue to build on the co-operative 
efforts already underway but need to go much further. 
Soldiers involved in anti-smuggling operations point 
to the need for joint regional centres to facilitate hot- 
pursuit-type operations into the regional states in order 
to remove the protection offered by smugglers from 
international borders, given the only limited interdiction 
ability of South Africa’s neighbours. 


Better intelligence, more customs resources, the investi- 
ture of greater powers to the SANDF to, for example, 
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perform search-and-seizure roadblocks will all help to 
combat the professional smuggling rings which now use 
cellular phones and sophisticated methods of transit and 
rendezvous. International involvement in terms of fi- 
nancing and verification will also help. 


In South Africa political change has popularly been 
heralded as being likely to bring individual satisfaction 
and stability. 


Yet the process of political transition ironically permits 
the growth of crime due both to difficulties in satisfying 
expectations and as state resources are concentrated 
away from policing and security tasks. 


The complex synergy of weapons and drug trafficking 
along with vehicle theft, money laundering and other 
forms of organised criminal activity suggests an urgent 
need for all-embracing solutions encompassing not only 
South Africa but the Southern African region. 


Police Seize First Batch of New Designer Drug 


MB0411200595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
4Nov95 pl 


{Report by Bronwys Wilkinson) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There is a new designer drug 
on South Africa’s streets and the police confiscated their 
first batch of it this week during the country’s biggest 
ever bust of another fashionable drug — Ecstasy. 


The new drug is Nexus — an Ecstasy derivative — and 
is also sold in tablet form. 


The 14 reddish-purple tablets seized in Rosebank, 
Johannesburg, on Wednesday [1 November] were found 
on a man who had allegedly been caught in the biggest 
Ecstasy haul yet. 


Police believe the appearance of the new drug is another 
sign that South Africa is becoming a major drug market. 


Captain Lobo das Neves of the West Rand narcotics 
bureau said he had heard of Nexus but had not seen it 
before. He said the drug was imported from Europe and 
sold for about R120 [rands} a tablet. 


A 22-year-old man sold Das Neves 790 Ecstasy tablets 
on Wednesday. The Nexus tablets were found on him. 


Deregulation of Stock Exchange Starts 6 Nov 
MB0411200395 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 4 Nov 95 p17 

(Report by Leigh Roberts] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Buying and selling shares will 
soon be a whol* new ball game for investors as the JSE 
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(Johannesburg Stock Exchange) starts its deregulation 
programme next week. 


In September this year, Parliament enacted the amend- 
ments to the Stock Exchanges Control Act, thus en- 
abling deregulation — the so- called big bang — of the 
JSE. 


Unlike the almighty big bangs of other stock markets 
— most notably the London Stock Exchange, which 
deregulated overnight — the JSE has opted for a phased, 
evolutionary approach to change. The fiisi phase begins 
next week and the second starts in March. 


The changes under phase one are threefold. First, 
from Monday [6 November], all client funds held 
by the broking firm (usually pending issue of the 
share certificates) must be kept in a separate trust 
account. This is a strong new protection measure 
designed specifically to benefit smaller investors and 
will safeguard their funds if the stockbroker defaults. 


The second change is effective from Wednesday, when 
the JSE throws open the doors of its once-exclusive 
club. Banks and foreigners can now apply for JSE mem- 
bership under a new rule that extends membership to 
limited liability companies. (At present it is restricted 
to individuals, partnerships and unlimited liability com- 
panies.) 


The third change goes hand in hand with the wider 
membership rule, as it mandates generally higher capital 
requirements for stockbrokers. 


Extended membership of the JSE is a long-awaited 
move, heralded in the past few weeks by a number of 
banks announcing their broking ventures. 


John Bestbier, chairman of UAL’s newly formed 
broking company, UAL Securities, welcomes the new 
rule and says it is an historic financial event in South 
Africa that has enormous consequences in terms of 
the efficiency of our capital market. "It will increase 
competition, and that has to be good for the investment 
community as a whole,” he adds. 


For smaller investors, the entry of banks into the market 
holds exciting future possibilities: buying and selling 
shares from an ATM or a home computer which is 
connected to a broker is already happening in the U.S. 
and some countries in the Far East. 


And the commercial banks are ideally placed to ply 
shares to their wide individual customer base. The year 
ahead should see some interesting marketing moves 
as the banks try to woo the individual retail market 
away from the existing broking firms by offering 
differentiated services. 
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Phase two of the JSE’s big bang is when the current 
mode of trading shares will change markedly. The 
trading floor will disappear and be replaced by a myriad 
of computer screens; your broker could, at your behest, 
trade with you as a buyer or seller; and brokerage 
charges can be negotiated. 


Starting on March 1, these changes will be phased in 
sector by sector, and should take about three months to 
complete. 


Neil Carter, the JSE’s director of operations, explains 
how it will work: a market sector, say coal or mining 
diamonds, will be put on to screen trading. Brokers will 
then, for the shares in that sector, be able to carry out 
trade in a dual capacity and be able to negotiate their 
brokerage fees. 


Dual-capacity trading is a big move away from the 
present single-capacity trade, where brokers can act only 
as an agent between buyer and seller. Under the dual 
Capacity system, the broker can, in addition to acting 
as an agent, be one of the principal parties; that is, buy 
shares from his client for his own account or sell his 
client shares from his own stock. 


The broker will have to disclose to the client, upfront, 
in which capacity he is irading; if he is silent, he is 
presumed to be acting as agent, with the higher duty of 
care which that imposes. 


Brokers may not charge both a brokerage cost as agent 
and make a profit on the deal as a principal trader. 


Brokerage charges are, at present, set by the JSE, as 
to whether smaller investors will end up paying lower 
brokerage charges, the future is clouded. Figures from 
the London Stock Exchange reflect that after the big 
bang, the average brokerage cost to individuals went up 
from 1.5 to 3%, while the cost to institutions fell from 
1 to 0.5%. 


But the London market has seen the emergence of 
execution-only brokers who specialise in a no-frills, less 
expensive service. 


The new deregulated and restructured JSE promotes 
competition and negotiable charges, and promises 
greater investor protection and, hopefully, an overall 
better deal for the smaller investor. 


AEC I ‘ew Production Process for Teflon 


MBO2!/ | Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1609 GMT 2 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 2 
SAPA — The Atomic Energy Corporation [AEC] 
has developed a new process — patented plasma 
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technology — for producing teflon, according to the 
ENGINEERING NEWS. 


The new process did not produce any of the toxic 
emissions and waste products which the traditional 
PTFE, or teflon production process produced. 


. AEC hoped to construct a R300-million [rands} 4,000 


[metric] tons a year manufacturing plant at Pelindaba to 
meet the demand for teflon. The company intended to 
establish a pilot plant within a year. 


Airline To Purchase 9 New Boeing Aircraft 


MB0311142695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1305 GMT 3 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Nov 3 
SAPA — South African Airways is to buy nine new 
aircraft valued at R3.5 billion (rands], Minister of Public 
Enterprises Stella Sigcau said on Friday. 


She told a press conference the airline would buy seven 
Boeing 777-200s and two Boeing 747-400s. Initial fi- 
nancing will come from Transnet [public transportation 
company] and further pre-delivery finance is still to be 
negotiated. First deliveries of the aircraft are expected 
in 1997. 


Telkom Switches Technology To Curb Cable Theft 


MB0311204295 Johannesburg FINANCE WEEK 
in English 26 Oct-1 Nov 95 pp 7-8 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The theft of copper cables is 
forcing Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation] to 
turn to wireless technology. 


In the search for a technological solution to theft, 
Telkom is installing microwave communication tech- 
nology in areas repeatedly cut off from the national net- 
work. 


Rabie Ridge in Midrand, with its 528 customers, was 
the latest area to profit from a digital line unit with 
microwave links when it was reconnected on Tuesday. 
Since the beginning of 1995, Rabie Ridge ha? been 
isolated 11 times as a result of cable theft. During 
this period, 3,000 metres of copper cable was stolen, 
worth some R600,000 [rands]. Some 11 [metric] tons 
of copper was pilfered from the area. 


Likewise Grand Central Airport’s 450 customers now 
benefit from a microwave dish after being “constantly 
cut off", according to Fanus Bothma. "It’s more expen- 
sive, but it’s the only solution in situations where com- 
munities are cut off from the outside world by crime." 
On the Witwatersrand 160 microwave systems are in 


operation. 
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But Barry Havenga, MD [managing director] of Gi- 
galink, comments that the levels of organised theft have 
made wireless technology, while more expensive in ini- 
tial outlay, more cost-effective in the long run. 


He also argues that the trouble faced by Telkom could 
be alleviated if private sector companies were allowed 
to franchise out banks of telephones to outlying areas 
from a Telkom link. 


"How can organisations like Telkom be expected to 
bring services to a broader spread of people and 
communities when their efforts are being thwarted by 
common criminals?” 


Telkom has also launched an emotive advertising cam- 
paign to try to gain the support and co-operation of 
affected communities, encouraging individuals to report 
cable theft. One of the problems Telkom faces is that 
pre-campaign research showed that many do not recog- 
nise it as a crime at all. 


"We are asking people to protect their own community 
assets,” comments Bothma, who adds that Spoornet [na- 
tional railway corporation] is similarly being plundered. 


He explains that thieves cut out "kilometres of cable" 
— removing wife by burning or with acid — often in 
rural areas where the cable is exposed on the open veld. 


"Thieves don’t steal five to 10 metres, they go for 1.5 
kilometres." says Bothma. "That’s a lot of wire. and 
they must be professional to roll it up and put it in a 
vehicle." 


They then sell their plunder to scrap dealers for R4-R8 
a kilo. Havenga claims that in some cases a kilo is sold 
for as little as 18 cents. 


The copper is smelted and the Post & Telecommunica- 
tions stamp erased. Not content to steal cable, thieves 
often make off with telegraph poles as well. 


The syndicates behind the crime often go unpunished 
because of inadequacies in the Mineral Act which allow 
scrap dealers to act as receivers with minimal risks. 
“Legislation is not tight enough to reprimand the scrap 
dealers," remarks Bothma. 


Copper theft has escalated dramatically in recent 
months, especially in the Witwatersrand. According to 
Telkom figures, since the beginning of the year 688 
incidents of theft and vandalism were reported in the 
region. It has cost Telkom R5.1m to replace the stolen 
cables. Countrywide theft cost Telkom R14m in 1994, 
[figure indistinct] of which was accounted for on the 
Witwatersrand. 
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Western Cape Approves Building Steel Mill 


MB0811185595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1807 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Nov 8 SAPA — 
The Western Cape Government has approved the con- 
struction of a R47 [correcting number]-billion [rands] 
steel mill at Saldanha Bay on the west coast. 


This was announced on Wednesday afternoon by West- 
ern Cape Agriculture, Pianning and Tourism MEC 
[member of the Executive Council] Lampie Fick. The 
project site has been moved 2km east of the site origi- 
nally requested. Fick said the new site had been sanc- 
tioned by the Ramsar Wetland Secretariat and the World 
Wildlife Fund of SA [South Africa]. 


Fick said provincial legislation was being drafted to 
place rigid, enforceable restrictions on industrial devel- 
opment in the area. The site had been zoned to create a 
green belt between it and the industrial area surround- 
ing it and the waterfront. This would prevent the grav- 
itation of industry to the harbour area. An environmen- 
tal monitoring committee would be established and em- 
powered before any construction took place. Saldanha 
Steel would have to draw up an environmental manage- 
ment plan to submit. 


Future expansion of the mill would require approval 
by the province’s executive council and the storage of 
hazardous waste materials with high metal concentrates 
would not be allowed on site. 


Dr Alan Heydoon of the World Wildlife Fund told a 
press conference that in spite of the relocation plans not 
following Judge Jan Steyn’s recommendation that it be 
moved 10km inland to the Langeberg farm, it was the 
"best possible solution". What had not been realised at 
the time was that positioning the plant at Langeberg 
would endanger a fresh water aquifer which was vital 
to the survival of the Langebaan wetland. The aquifer 
on the Ystervarksruggen site was saline and therefore 
not as susceptible. 


Water Tankers Supply 130 Communities Daily 


MB0811210095 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
8 Nov 95 pl 


{Report by Khathu Mamalia) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Thousands of people are af- 
fected by severe shortages of water in the Northern 
Province, with the provincial government using water 
tankers to supply as many as 130 stricken communities 
with water daily. 


Northern Province acting director of water affairs Mr 
Louis Theron told SOWETAN that there were more 
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than one million people without water at present in the 
province. 


The provincial government had only 14 tankers which 
were al present servicing 130 communities, he said. 
He said they needed more tankers as there were many 
other desperate communities in a similar situation. His 
department would approach the South African National 
Defence Force as the 14 tankers cannot cope. 


In Kutama, near Louis Trichardt, thousands of villager: 
have had no access to water for the last three months 
despite a Government allocation of R9 million [rands} 
for the provision of water. 


Local residents tola “.OWETAN that senior Government 
Officials visited the area earlier this year and announced 
that the critical shortage of water in the villages around 
Kutama would "soon be ‘mething of the past”. 
Politicians had said the project would start in July and 
would only take a few months, said Mr Jerry Ramaphosa 
of Miduluni village in Kutama. 

"It is all quiet now,” Ramaphosa said. “We don’t know 
whether the whole thing was just to attract publicity. 
The majority of people have to buy water from those 
who have boreholes. 


"We deserve to know what happened to the millions 
allocated to our area.” 

Theron said while he sympathised with the residents 
who were seriously affected by the shortage of water, 
the department was still busy with the planning of the 
project 

Asked to elaborate on reasons for the delay, Theron 
said there were logistical problems which had affected 
the planning. 


Deputy President Thabo Mbeki Profiled 


MB0211081595 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 29 Oct 95 p 4 


[Report on interview with Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki by Maureen Isaacson in Pretoria on 26 October] 


(FBS Transcribed Text] Outside the Union Buildings, 
jacaranda flowers are falling and election fever is rising. 
It’s Thursday and I’m sitting when I sat yesterday on the 
tapestry sofa next to the wing chair where Thabo Mbeki 
makes patterns in the air with his Bay Rum tobacco. 
He is talking about his distress at the inaccurate public 
perception of himself: this idea that he is never on time, 
that he misses appointments, and that he is lazy, where 
is it coming from, he asks. 


In reality, his job is hardly all grey BMWs and caviar. 
He shrugs off the idea of the glitz one might expect 
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to accompany his title and speaks of the hard wok 
that comes with transforming the country. This is his 
job and it has to do with a concern about the poverty 
that has people scraping in dustbins and with "getting 
the economy right". About criticism that has been 
levelled at him for the handling of the alleged Boesak 
embezzlements and the Winnie Mandela dismissal, 
Mbeki repeats what he said at the time. There is no 
trace of the cavalier attitude and craftiness; more tags 
that add to the public misconception of the man: "I have 
been in the ANC since 1956. Imagine how many things 
have gone wrong ...” 


Yesterday's interview with the deputy president and 
ANC chairman was cut short by a pressing appointment 
with President Nelson Mandela. That he was late today 
was due to the unexpected arrival of a delegation from 
Carletonville, seeking help with local election problems. 
Mbeki does not look like a lazy man. The demands of 
his job keep him at work until 2.30 most mornings, he 
says. 


And as for the story that appeared in a daily newspaper 
this week stating that he had said the low pay of 
policewomen necessitated prostitution — it was taken 
out of context. He had mentioned to a journalist a 
single incident of a police captain being charged ‘or 
prostitution. 

Looking at the gap between these public perceptions of 
himself and the reality Mbeki sees, it is little wonder he 
wishes to counter media-government hostility. This he 
sees as a follow-through from the apartheid era, when 
such a stance was necessary. 


To insist that this hostility is universally necessary 
breeds negativity, he says. Hasn’t he always stressed the 
necessity of an independent press that is able to criticise 
the government and reflect the transition in a balanced 
way? 


Mbeki is charming, utterly engaging he includes me in 
the interview in a way that is flattering, even if it at 
first it resembles his method of deflection. I get my 
first taste of the latter when I ask him if he is close to 
Mandela. "You should ask him that yourself." When I 
ask him how he became a diplomat, before talking about 
how he took over as head of the ANC’s department 
of international affairs in 1989 after Johnny Makitini’s 
death, he teases the issue, saying: "Was I ever one?” 


Mbeki, who rarely grants personal profile interviews and 
says he finds the private aspect of his life difficult to 
talk about, does not appear to be suffering today. He 
tells me with some pride that his father, Govan Mbeki, 
a senior member of the ANC, one of the “high organ” 
imprisoned on Robben Island with Mandela and now 
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deputy president of the Senate, is about to publish 2 
book on the history of the liberation struggle in the 
Eastern Cape in the 1980s. Curiously, the two have 
never discussed Mbeki’s time in prison. 

For the past few decades, Thabo Mbeki’s mother, 
Epainette, a schoolteacher, has been running a rural 
general store. When Transkei-born Mbeki was seven, 
prompted by rumours that ANC members were to be 
arrested on sedition charges, his parents sent him to live 
with an uncle. 


At least he was surrounded by books. At the age of 10 he 
read Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment, and after that 
the work of Emanuel Kant — which, of course, he says, 
he did not understand. Mbeki turned 10 in 1952, the year 
of the defiance campaign; he and a cousin offered to be 
volunteers in Queenstown. Their time would come, they 
were told. 


He can weave a good yarn, Mbeki can, especially 
when it involves hardship; he can make you feel the 
embarrassment and discomfort caused by the one pair 
of Edworks shoes that flapped open when he walked 
the stony streets of Lovedale, Alice, where he went to 
school. 


In [words indistinct] 19, he was elected secretary of the 
African Students’ Association. The following year he 
left for Botswana, went on to Tanganyika and eventually 
to England from where he graduated with an MA in 
economics at Sussex University. In May 1990, when he 
returned to the country to take part in the Groote Schuur 
talks, his sadness was enormous. 


There had been personal tragedy and lives had been 
lost. Three family members had gone missing. Jama, 
his youngest brother, disappeared from Botswana. Two 
cousins, one of whom was a trade union leader, Phindile 
Mphete, also disappeared. Mbeki is never sentimental; 
his intelligence is fierce; his wit sharp and measured, 
For one who has suffered so at the hands of imprecise 
reports and talk, it is not surprising that he is exhilarated 
by beautiful writing, such as in Shakespeare's The 
Merchant of Venice, Noel Mostert’s Frontier and John 
Prebble’s The Highland Clearances. He recommends the 
latter two with enthusiasm, the outside world fades, he 
is in his element: "Do you like books? Do you like 
poetry?” he asks. He loves jazz, blues and western 
classical and local music. He’s had enough of travel, 
he’s spent too much time on the road. 


Two of Mbeki’s siblings remain; his sister Linda is a 
shopkeeper in Transkei. He insists that Moeletsi, his 
younger brother who went to build houses in Tanzania 
and ended up as in journalist in Zimbabwe, is by far the 
most interesting family member. 
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Mbeki's wife anele works as an unpaid consultant for 
the Women’s Development Bank. And that is about 
[word indistinct] as the story gets. 


It’s no use asking Mbeki if he will be next in line for the 
Presidency. He will answer only that his current position 
will have no relevance. "When the time comes, we will 
no “doubt look at the situation in the country and who 
in t’2 substantial pool of ANC leaders is placed best to 
lead. Take a person like myself who joins ANC Youth 
League in 1956 in order to fight apartheid. The result 
is a group of people who grew up without a notion 
of holding political office.” Although he is not against 
the notion of politics being a career with aspirations to 
becoming president, he says it does not feature high in 
his list of priorities — “you are in politics because you 
want to liberate the country”. 


Mbeki had no part in MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe 
— Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing]; he 
received his military training as chief of siaff of a 
guerrilla regiment in the Soviet Union in 1970. During 
negotiations within the ANC, his was one of the voices 
that spoke for a negotiated settlement. 


The reason, he says, was “because, within the context of 
ordinary people, the response was that we were doing 
a good job ... now it is being said the people are 
losing patience. I don’t agree. These ordinary people are 
wanting change but there is not a degree of impatience 
that results in disaffection or the building up of a mass 
rebellion that will rise against this government”. 


Intent that progress should be measured by its impact 
on the most disadvantaged section of the population — 
black rural women — does not make him a feminist, 
he says. That he is insistent that their lot, as that of the 
African majority, should be improved could ear) him 
the label of Africanist “whatever that means”. 


To have contributed to the deracialisation of South 
African society wo.id be fulfillment: “We will still 
remain black and wh:*e but these should not be defining 
characteristics in terms of the structure of society and 
in terms of the way people interact with one another.” 


Mbeki has no idea what he wishes to see on his 
tombstone. Something understated, yet indecisive, | 
image. 


Tombstone? Here comes that infectious laugh again. 


South African Press Review for 9 Nov 
MBO091 1095995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
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THE STAR 


Further Military Disclosures Urged — Ar editorial on 
page 18 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
9 November begins by giving “several cheers” to the 
South African National Defense Force for recently is- 
suing its first annual report. But then, the editorial con- 
tinues, "May we now ask them to open up more....We 
want a re] understanding, for instance, as to why the 
R160-million [rands} of our money must be spend on 
spying activities, some R30-mullion of this being in that 
category of ill memories called ‘Special Defence Ac- 
count.’ And we also want, and will keep on demanding, 
an explanation as to why our large, disciplined and mer- 
cifully little-occupied army is not put to active work in 
the war that matters now: the war against crime. So far, 
all we've heard is flannel excuses.” 


SOWETAN 


Call To End Mortgage, Utility Payments Boycott — 
An editorial on page 8 of the 9 November edition of 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English urges an end to the 
practice of defau. ‘ing on mortgage and utility payments. 
The editorial argues that “things have changed since 
April 27 1994. The old, repressive regime has been 
replaced by a democraticaily elecied Government and 
people have numerous ways to express their political 
views and exercise their rights. There is now no longer 
any justification for people who have entered into 
private agreements with lending institutions to refuse 
to pay back what they owe. Similarly, no responsible 
citizen can expect to receive clean water, electricity, 
and have their refuse removed free. We have to re- 
establish the principle that deliberately defaulting on 
such debts is in itself an anti-social act, which has 
to have consequences for the defaulters. The economic 
reality is that there can never be enough money to build 
free houses for 40 million or so South Africans. Nor will 
it ever be possible to provide free municipal services to 
everyone.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Caution on Press Freedom — “The relationship devel- 
oping between the ANC and the South African Press 
need not become unhealthy,” begins an editorial on page 
16 of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 9 
November. The paper notes that the ANC’s efforts “di- 
rected at newspaper ownership structures and, perhaps 
more subtly, to the appointment of editors” could be 
seen as “a legitimate activity of a political party.” It will 
take time, the paper argues, for ownership and control 
of the media to devolve from white hands. On another 
aspect of the issue, the paper says that “most ANC lead- 
ers would sincerely deny” that they are seeking “syco- 
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phancy and sunshine journalism” from the press, but 
that “better instincts sometimes fail." As an example 
of such failure the editorial cites complaints by the 
ANC’s Cyril Ramaphosa and Cari Niehaus about “neg- 
ative” rewspaper coverage of the election. The ANC, 
says the editorial, “feels that publishing ‘negative’ re- 
ports...undermines confidence in the country’s future.” 
The editorial then ends with a rem.nder that "a newspa- 
per industry which deliberately keeps problematic news 
away from otherwis: well- informed readers will soon 
lose credibility. Any ‘positive’ news and editorial credit 
given when due would then carry no weight whatso- 
ever.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Lessons From Elections — Three significant trends have 
emerged from the 1 November local elections, according 
to an editorial on page 8 of Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 3 November. “One is the swing away, 
particularly among coloured voters, from the National 
Party. The second, partly associated with the first 'veud, 
is the emergence of a relatively high proportion of 
winning independent candidates. The third is the ANC’s 
substantial strengthening of its position, though the total 
number of votes it gained in the Western Cape does 
not at this stage appear to be all that much greater 
than in last year’s elections. Membership of the NP 
[National Party], it seems, is beginning to be regarded 
as a liability.” 


BEELD 


Warning Drawn From Rabin’s Assassination — “There 
is an added dimension to the sorrow which South 
Africans share with the people of Israel and the Middle 
East following the assassination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin,” notes an editorial on page 6 of the 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 7 November. "We 
too know how hard it is when the peacemakers make 
the supreme sacrifice for their cause of peace.... Twenty 
months ago South Africa teetered on the brink of 
the precipice when Mr. Chris Hani was murdered by 
persons as disturbed and misguided as Mr. Rabin's 
murderer....One siiudders to think it, but Mr. Rabin will 
not be the last peacemaker to become a victim before 
reaching his goal.” BEELD concludes: “Leaders like Mr. 
Rabin and President Nelson Mandeia are national assets. 
They cannot do their work locked away from potential 
dangers. But watchfulness must never be relaxed — 
even in South Africa, where the spirit of conflict will 
continue to linger for a long while.” 


Deracialization of Politics Urged — A second editorial 
on page 6 of the same issue cf BEELD says: “The 
past elections brought an interesting phenomenon to 
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Africa where the conflict-riddled past wiil be with 
us for many years, an unimpeachable judicial system 
is the best assurance against abuse, persecution, and 
victimization. General Magnus Malan does the South 
African judiciary a disservice by declaring in advance 
that he doubts that he will be given a fair trial. 
This casts doubt on the court procecdings even before 
they begin....Uniess the contrary can be proven, this 
newspaper believes that the verdict will be fair. Justice 
must be seen to be done. Justice for Gen. Malan, if 
he is found not guilty, will be to restore honor to his 
name. This cannot be achieved if the court's credibility 
is tainted. A credible court must also give substance to 
the laudable judicial principle that no one is above the 
law.” 
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Angola 
Council Approves 1995 Budget Readjustment 


MB0411165095 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Council of Ministers met 
in Luanda today under the chairmanship of Angolan 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. For the most part, 
the meeting focused on a readjustment of the General 
State Budget [OGE] for 1995 and 1996. The government 
approved the 1995 OGE’s readjustment so expenses and 
receipts align with our new economic reality. 


Concerning the Basic Public Investment Program, the 
government defined several priority areas and Council 
of Ministers spokesman Carlos Feijo spoke to the 
People’s Television of Angola about them: 


[Begin Feijo recording] The Basic Public Investment 
Program defines measures to be taken concerning social 
welfare, health, education, and social reintegration as 
priorities. The program is worth 500 billion readjusted 
kwanzas, of which 35 percent will be in national 
currency and the remainder in foreign currency. 


The Council of Ministers approved the draft law on 
the OGE, and it now must be submitted to the National 
Assembly for approval. The approved draft law includes 
general norms and financial laws to help draw up the 
budget and exercise control over it. This law is supposed 
to replace Law 20/77, which is no longer appropriate to 
the present stage of transition to a market economy. 


The Council of Ministers also approved a plan to 
support micro, small, and medium-sized companies. 


In addition, the government decided to scrap the Foreign 
Investment Office and replace it with the Foreign Invest- 
meat Institute, which will be responsible ?or promoting 
the government’s policy concerning foreign investment; 
investment coordination, guidance, and supervision; and 
technology importation contracts. 


The government also decided to send a letter of thanks 
to Danish authorities for scrapping our country’s debt. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Council of Ministers Meets, Issues Communique 


MBO0811152695 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[Communique issued by the Council of Ministers’ 
Standing Commission in Luanda on 8 November — 
read by Council of Ministers’ Secretary Sabino Ferraz] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers’ 
Standing Commission met again today to assess practi- 
cal measures adopted by the government designed to 
minimize the crisis facing the country. The meeting 
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noted that [word indistinct] practical measures approved 
on 5 September were being implemented. 


Thus, it decided to approve complementary measures 
to be implemented during November and December so 
that, beginning in January, we can regularly implement 
the government’s economic and social program within 
the framework of a new spirit of work. The govern- 
ment’s objective is to continue a series of practical mea- 
sures designed to guarantee the establishment of eco- 
nomic and social stability conditions, which will allow 
the implementation of the economic and social program. 


This being the case, in the second phase, the govern- 
ment’s action will center on the supply of basic com- 
modities to the people, designed to guarantee a regular 
supply of basic food commodities and medicine. 


The government’s action also includes the drafting of 
the 1996 General State Budget to be concluded by 
30 November. Apart from these measures, the second 
phase also includes concrete actions in the field of 
public companies to guarantee greater control over their 
management and effectiveness. Thus, in the field of 
diamonds, the government will continue to fight illegal 
diamond exploration and trafficking. 


The Council of Ministers’ Standing Commission also 
decided in today’s session to transform [Bricomil] 
[words indistinct] in the fields of public works and civil 
construction into a joint stock company. This company’s 
Capital will be made up of (?nominal) shares to the value 
of 100 million readjusted kwanzas distributed thus: 55 
percent for the state, 15 percent for the Bank of Trade 
and Inaustry, 15 percent for the Bank of Savings and 
Credit, and 15 percent for the National Angolan Fuel 
Company. 


The Council of Ministers’ Standing Commission learned 
about the report on Angolan participation in the 72d 
ordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers. 


With regard to the increasing crime rate in the country’s 
Capital, the Council of Ministers’ Standing Commission 
decided to establish an interministerial commission to 
fight crime with a view to reestablishing an atmosphere 
of security and tranquility in the short term. 


Access to Lunda’s Diamond Areas Restricted 


MBO0311082295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 31 Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Restrictions on access to 
diamond areas of Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul Provinces 
take effect on 1 November. The Lunda Norte governor 
has called on everybody to ensure that the measure will 
bear fruit for the well-being of society. 
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Minister Paulino Dias and the general director of the 
Angola National Diamond Enterprise, Endiama, met the 
two provinces’ governors in Lucapa two weeks ago to 
discuss the implementation of the measures. In line with 
a parliamentary decision in 1994, aircraft can only land 
in Dundo and Saurimo. Travel documents will be issued 
by the police, people and their luggage will be searched, 
and traders will be [words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 


A police and military unit has been assigned to the 
provinces to ensure the measures are implemented. 
Residents have been urged not to fear the deployment 
of law enforcement agents. [passage omitted] 


Only Nsage and Lucapa have been declared restricted 
zones. The Kanfunfo and (Lusapa] mining areas have 
not been restricted yet because of the prevailing military 
situation. [passage omitted] 


Vehicle Detonates Land Mine; 50 Killed 


MBO0811205095 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] A tragedy: At a time when 
efforts are being carried out throughout the country to 
Clear mines, there are still people who continue to use 
mines to kill. This is what happened in Lunda Norte 
Province, where 50 people were killed when a vehicle 
detonated a land mine. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique 
Minister Estimates Coal Reserves in Niassa 


MBO0811171495 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
12 Oct 95 p6 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mineral Resources and 
Energy Minister John Kachamila has told the 
MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY that 
Niassa Province is one of the few provinces in the 
country with good-quality and acceptable quantities of 
coal that would justify opening coal mines. 


Kachamila said exploration was carried out during the 
first years of independence, and in one area of Lago 
District alone reserves were estimated at more than 200 
million metric tons. 


He said these reserves are found in only one basin. The 
exploration had to be interrupted to give priority to Tete 
Province in northeastern Mozambique. 


The mineral resources and energy minister said there 
is coal in Niassa Province but its production is not 
currently profitable because of a lack of demand at the 
provincial or national levels. 


He said a railroad would be needed for export. There is 
now no railroad at Metangula, where the reserves are. 
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This being the case, the production of coal for export 
now is out of the question, Kachamila said. [passage 
omitted] 


120 Tonnes of Drugs Transit Nation in 2 Years 


MB0811150795 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
12 Oct 95 p2 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] A Criminal Investigation Po- 
lice source (PIC) told the MOZAMBIQUE INFOR- 
MATION AGENCY that Mozambique was used as a 
corridor for the exportation of 120 metric tons of as- 
sorted drugs over the past two years to European and 
Latin American countries. Maputo PIC director Domin- 
gos Maita quoted the Exportation Bulletin as reporting 
that the drugs’ value is estimated at $39,280 [amount as 
published]. 


The source said the drugs came from Pakistan and 
were exported to the Netherlands, Portugal, Poland, 
Macedonia, and Mexico. 


Maita said businessman Carlos Alberto da Silva, who is 
under detention in the city of Maputo, was the one who 
exported the drugs Carlos Silva was detained in the city 
of Nampula this week with six other suspects accused 
of involvement in the drug deal. 


The seven were detained after PIC investigations into 
the 40 metric tons of hashish seized in Maputo in May. 
[passage omitted] 


Joint South African Bank To Aid Farmers 


MBO0811154095 Maputo SAVANA in :’ortuguese 

29 Sep 95 p2 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The MOSAGRIUS Develop- 
ment Bank (BDM) is the name of a new financial insti- 
tution of joint Mozambican-South African capital to be 
established to assist the agricultural development pro- 
gram when the South African Boers come to Mozam- 
bique. 

The BDM’s capital will reach $9 million, most of it (74 
percent) from South Africa. 


The Mozambican state’s share (24 percent) may be 
granted to private Mozambican economic associations 
or businessmen later. [passage omitted] 


Namibia 
Purchase of Brazilian Warships Said Confirmed 
MB0811163195 Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN 
in Afrikaans 6 Nov 95 pp 1, 2 
[Report by Chris Jacobie] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Over the next four years 
Namibia will purchase four patrol vessels worth 
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U.S.$120 million (N$400 million) from Brazil [figure 
as published]. 


Despite presidential denials, it was confirmed on 5 
November from the Brazilian capital that the patrol 
vessels still have to be built as part of a cooperation 
agreement with Namibia. 


Although the president, Sam Nujoma, would not com- 
ment on the order made for the vessels — this weekend 
in Windhoek or last week in talks with Brazilian Pres- 
ident Fernando Henrique Cardoso — it has definitely 
been determined that Nujoma enjoyed lunch at Brazil- 
ian Navy headquarters on 3 November and then visited 
the shipbuilding works in Rio De Janeiro where the 
ships will be built. According to Brazilian media, the 
country’s embassy in Windhoek has a special section 
liaising with the Namibian Navy. 


Brazilian-Namibian cooperation was discussed during 
Nujoma’s visit, as well as international issues and the 
Namibian drought. A consignment of 10,000 metric tons 
of maize is expected in Namibia soon. In a surprise 
move, Nujoma announced that Brazil will support an 
African bloc attempt to become a member of the UN 
Security Council. According to Nujoma, it has been 
informally agreed among OAU members to also voice 
support for Brazil. In return for African support of 
Brazilian aspirations, it is expected that Brazil will 
support Africa’s calls for reforming the UN. 


Nujoma says Africa proposes that an undetermined 
Asian country and an undetermined African country 
receive permanent seats on the UN Security Council. 
Despite Nujoma’s denials concerning the purchase of 
the naval vessels, South American sources say there 
is no doubt that the transaction is in progress. In a 
related development, Namibia has in the past attempted 
to acquire Brazilian training aircraft for its air force. 


Nujoma Denies Purchase 
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(FBIS Transcribed Text] President Sam Nujoma on 
Saturday [4 November] denied Namibia was planning to 
buy two warships from Brazil valued at N$800 million 
{Namibian dollars). 


Reuters international news agency last week reported 
that a Brazilian Foreign Affairs spokeswoman had 
confirmed that Brazil and Namibia were discussing the 
sale of two Corvettes. 


At the time of the transmission of the Reuters report, 
President Nujoma was in Brazil on a five day official 
visit, together with Defence Minister Phillemon Malima. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 25 


"It is the first time that I hear that, said the President in 
response to a question during Saturday’s [3 November] 
press briefing on his overseas trip. 


"Reports in the media that Namibia is planning to buy 
Brazilian-made corvette warships are utterly without 
foundation." 


He said talks with his Brazilian counterpart, Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, centred on issues relating to cooper- 
ation between the two countries. 


"We had discussions on various issues. As I have said 
we have our students who are being trained by the 
Brazilian government," said Mr Nujoma. 


"As you might know, Namibia and Brazil signed a 
Naval Cooperation Agreement in 1994, whereby Brazil 
undertook to train a maritime wing of the Namibian 
Defence Force." 


Meanwhile, Mr Nujoma said a team of agricultural 
specialists from Brazil is expected to arrive in the 
country in the near future to conduct research on 
sustainable agricultural production in the northern parts 
of Namibia. 


"The government of Brazil will be responsible for the 
remuneration package of these agricultural scientists," 
said the President. 


"This will entail a total of N$2.5 million for a period of 
five years. The scientists will be working together with 
their Namibian counterparts." 


Government, Nigeria at Odds Over Deportation 


MBO0311171195 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 3 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A diplomatic row is brewing 
between Namibia and Nigeria over who should pay for 
the travel expenses of eight Nigerians facing deportation 
for illegal entry. The Nigerian acting high commissioner 
to Namibia, Mr. [Aiken Ayatero], says that legally 
the Namibian Government should bear the cost for 
the deportation of the Nigerians. He says the Nigerian 
Government had no money to pay for the exercise. 
However, Namibia has taken the stand that the country 
of origin should foot the bill. 


The Namibian deputy permanent secretary of home 
affairs, Mr. [Friends Shihana], said his government had 
alredy spent a lot of money on deportations. The eight 
Nigerians were part of a group of 19 foreigners released 
at the weekend from the deportation section of the 
Windhoek Prison after a court order. The Nigerian High 
Commission said a solution had to be found urgently 
because some of the deportees were staying with friends. 
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Supplemental Budget Funds Ex-Soldiers, Drought 
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(Report by Tabby Moyo] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Government appropriated 
N$112.7 million [Namibian dollars] and N$28.8 mil- 
lion for drought aid and ex-combatants respectively 
under the additional budget presented by Finance 
Minister Helmut Angula on Friday [3 November]. 


Over N$35 million has been earmarked for the Emer- 
gency Management Unit (EMU) in the Office of the 
Prime Minister. 

In the Department of Agriculture and Rural Develop- 
ment N$49 million has been earmarked for drought 
relief and N$3.4 million for the Agricultural Credit 
Scheme. 


A further N$14.6 million would go towards the exten- 
sion of Windhoek’s water supply network to cope with 
the critical shortage while an additional N$10 million 
would be expended on drilling and equipping boreholes 
In rural areas. © 


Close to N$29 million would be earmarked for 
various expenditure programmes to accommodate 
ex-combatants. 


Of the total amount N$15 million would go towards 
accommodating 1,000 former fighters as border guards 
in the Namibian police, N$9.2 million towards the 
appointment of 1,000 ex-combatants in the Namibian 
Defence Force and N$1.8 million for security officers 
in the Department of Works. 


In addition, the Ministry of Finance intends to transfer 
close to N$3 million to the Socio-economic Integration 
Fund for further Job creation projects. 


Geingob: No Payments to Ex-Fighters 
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[Report by Tabby Moyo] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The government will not yield 
to demands by ex-PLAN [People’s Liberation Army of 
Namibia] fighters for compensation and has reiterated 
that payouts are not the solution to the problems the 
former fighters were facing. 


"If we pay out those who wore uniform, then what 
about those who were detained during the struggle, those 
whose crops were destroyed by Caspirs and land mines 
and whose houses were run down by the Caspirs...and 
what about those who were sent to Robben Island, such 
as honourable Toivo ya Toivo? Those who were forced 
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to go into exile too have the right to seek compensation 
for mental anguish," Prime Minister Hage Geingob told 
the National Assembly yesterday. 


In any case, Mr Geingob said payouts were effected 
in situations where ex-fighters were properly registered, 
for instance, by virtue of being confined to bases. 


In said in the cases of Zimbabwe and South Africa 
where some ex-combatants were paid, their forces 
were confined to base and registered as fighters and 
subsequently those who were not accommodated in 
the new defence force were demobilised and received 
payouts. 


"During the transition period, when SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] insisted that its 
fighters be confined to bases, South Africa refused, 
Claiming that SWAPO does not have bases in Namibia. 
As a consequence, the ex-PLAN fighters were not 
registered by the new government. They were all 
Classified as returnees. Consequently, no one received 
any payouts,” Mr Geingob said. 


He said when the former South African dispensation 
wanted to compensation former SWATF [South-West 
African Territory Force] and Koevoet fighters excluding 
PLAN, the government intervened as it viewed the move 
divisive. 

Subsequently $24 million was made available by the 
South African government for distribution, half going 
to the ex-SWATF and Koevoets and the other half to 
ex-PLAN. 


The $12 million allocated to the former SWATF and 
Koevoets was paid directly to them by South Africa 
as their names were already in that government’s 
computers. 


As for the PLAN fighters, Mr Geingob said the govern- 
ment had decided to add another $12 million to make 
it $24 million and that the 12,247 who had registered 
were each paid $1,400. 


"Since many had not registered, we cannot say that 
all were paid. At the same time, the Cabinet had 
decided that this idea of payout, though it could get 
the government off the hook, was not the best solution 
for the people," reiterated the Prime Minister. 


Nujoma Rules Out PLAN Payments 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Sam Nujoma has 
ruled out the payment of thousands of former PLAN 
[People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] combatants as 
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compensation for their role in the liberation of this 
country and described the demands for cash by some of 
the ex-fighters as an insult and betrayal to the memories 
of those who died in the struggle. 


Some of the former PLAN guerrillas are demanding 
at least N$100,000 [Namibian dollars) each as both 
pension and compensation for their sacrifices during the 
bush war which culminated in Namibia's independence. 


"I wish to categorically state that at no time during the 
long years of struggle did SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] or I personally ever promise 
anybody monetary reward for his or her participation in 
the struggle for independence,” President Nujoma told a 
media briefing on Saturday [4 November], shortly after 
his return from a month long trip overseas. 


He said PLAN was a voluntary army of Namibian 
patriots who were ready to shed blood and lay down 
their lives for the independence of their motherland. 


"Therefore, allegations that SWAPO had made such 
promises are both a betrayal and an insult to the mem- 
ories and heroism of those brave sons and daughters of 
Namibia, who made a supreme sacrifice fighting under 
the banner of SWAPO," said the President. 


Some of these heroes and heroines, said Mr Nujoma, 
died in the battlefield while others were killed in cold 
blood in their villages and towns, and in colonial 
prisons. 


"Just as the government cannot pay money to the 
mothers, fathers, wives and children of thousands of 
Namibian patriots who have died or disappeared in 
the cause for the liberation of Namibia, we cannot 
accept the demands for cash payments to former PLAN 
combatants,” said Mr Nujoma. 


"Jobs, yes. Cash payments, no! SWAPO and the gov- 
ernment cannot accept blackmail. 


"Let me reiterate, however, that this government, of 
which I am the President, will never forget the selfless 
contribution to the liberation of our country by those 
former PLAN combatants who stood firm and stayed 
the course where others had wavered. 


Government and SWAPO he said, were concerned with 
the plight of the former fighters and the country’s 
unemployed masses. 


"That we have not been able to completely solve the 
problem of unemployment over the last five years, 
should not be construed in anyway to mean that the 
government is not fully committed to job creation,” said 
President Nujoma. 
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"The painful fact is that we have not been able to 
fully address the problem of unemployment, because the 
resources at our disposal are limited and the competing 
priorities are many.” 


Government Needs Additional Monies for Expenses 
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([FBIS Transcribed Text] Government needs an addi- 
tional N$568.3 million [Namibian dollars] on top of the 
N$4.3 billion allocated for the current financial year, to 
cover expenditure until March 31 next year. 


Yesterday, Finance Minister Helmut Angula gave notice 
that he will this morning table the 1995/96 Additional 
Appropriation Bill in the National Assembly. 


Documents released yesterday indicate that the Ministry 
of Higher Education, Vocational Training, Science and 
Technology which was created after the presentation of 
the 1995/96 budget will require N$107.4 million from 
the additional budget. 


The Prisons and Correctional Services Ministry, also 
formed after the 1995/96 budget will require N$42 
million. 


However, most of the money will come from savings 
by other Ministries. 


Following the creation of the two Ministries during 
a Cabinet reshuffle, the Finance Ministry ordered all 
Ministries to cut down on their spending, saving a total 
of N$403.7. 


The Ministry of Finance needs N$88.3 million from the 
additional budget, while the Basic Education Ministry 
will require N$81.2 million. 


Requirements by other Ministries and departments are 
as follows: Agriculture and Rural Development N$56.5 
million, Prime Minister’s Office N$40.2 million, Wa- 
ter Affairs N$30.6 million, Defence N$27 million, Po- 
lice N$S24 million, Health and Social Services N$19.4 
million, Information and Broadcasting N$9.2 million, 
Works N$8.2 million, Transport N$8.6 million, Jus- 
tice N$4.9 million, President's Office N$3.2, Fisheries 
and Marine Resources N$2.9 million, Parliament N$2 
million, Foreign Affairs N$1.6 million, Local Govern- 
ment and Housing N$2.7 million, Wildlife and Tourism 
N$2.9 million, Civic Affairs N$975,000, Mines and En- 
ergy N$859,000, Lands and Resettlement N$664,000, 
Trade and In?ustry N$591,000, National Planning Com- 
mission N$398,000, Auditor general N$205,000 and 
Youth and Sport N$362,000. 
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Central Bank Says Budget Deficit To Increase 
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(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Bank of Namibia has 
projected budget deficit of N$550 million [Namibian 
dollars) for the current financial year, some N$85 
million more than the original N$465 million forecast 
in the 1995/96 budget. 


The projection by the Central Bank is based on expen- 
diture during the third quarter of this year. 


"The projected-budgetary development for the fiscal 
year 1995/96 indicates that the budget deficit will be 
N$550 million, while the original budget was N$465 
million, indicating N$85 million more than the original 
budget,” said the budget. 


"As a ratio of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the 
budget deficit is projected to be five percent, while the 
budget estimate is four percent." 


During the first quarter of the current fiscal year, a 
budget surplus of N$27 million was recorded. 


"Outstanding government debt for the period ending 
June this year amounted to N$2,056 million, about 18 
percent of the projected Gross Domestic Product,” said 
the Central Bank. 


"Six months ago, central government debt was N$2,020 
million indicating that there was no significant change 
in Outstanding debt.” 


The Bank of Namibia said the major contributor to 
outstanding debt was domestic debt which made 79 
percent of the total debt, while foreign debt accounted 
for 21 percent. 


“The domestic debt bill, publicly-issued stock, held 
mainly by non-residents, had a substantial share of 73 
percent of the external debt, while soft loans contributed 
to the remainder of foreign debt,” said the bank. 


On the domestic front, debt with maturity of three years 
is the dominant debt in internal registered stock, with 
an amount of N$492 million, followed by two years 
maturity with an amount of N$80 million, and the long 
term instruments to the amount of N$64 million. 


Ninety-one treasury bills worth N$241 million were 
issued. 

Meanwhile, the Bank of Namibia said the country’s 
economic growth had slowed down because of the 


current drought and poor performance of the mining 
and fishing industries. 


"The rate of economic growth Namibia experienced in 
the fourth quarter of last year and in the first quarter of 
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this year slowed down in the second quarter (1995)," 
said the Central Bank. 


"Mining and agriculture performed dismally, leading to 
overall weak performance by the primary sector in the 
first quarter of this year." 


It said the secondary sector continued with its lackluster 
performance, with a 13 percent decline in output in the 
second quarter. 


"This decline was mainly accounted for by a reduction 
in fish and fish processing. 


"Output of fish products fell, on average, by 24 percent 
in the first six months of this year,” said the Bank of 
Namibia. 

Economic growth this year is not expected to exceed 
two percent. 


Police Chief Discusses Recruitment, Crime 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] More than a thousand new 
police officers need to be recruited and trained in order 
to combat the current wave of crime in the country, the 
head of the police, Inspector General Raonga Andima, 
said yesterday. 


"We are currently in the process of negotiating with 
the Ministry of Home Affairs on how to alleviate the 
problem. A meeting will take place next week when 
we will present a proposal to the ministry as to how 
many officers we need, but it is definitely more than a 
thousand,” he said. 


Regarding the recruiting of ex-PLAN [People’s Liber- 
ation Army of Namibia] fighters, he said that they will 
not be used in the police force, but only for border pa- 
trols in the defense force. 


One of the major problems Nampol [Namibian Police] is 
facing, is limited training facilities. “Even if we could 
recruit 400 police officers today we will not be able 
to train them, because of a lack of facilities," General 
Andima explained. 


According to him negotiations are underway to receive 
assistance in the training of police officers from South 
Africa. He, however, added that these negotiations are 
not yet finalised. 


An officer involved in the training of police officers 
mirrored General Andima’s views on the situation. 


“We can only train a maximum of 125 police officers for 
the training period of three months. And each training 
course is jam-packed. 
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"What the public doesn’t seem to understand is that we 
are training police officers for the entire country and not 
only for Windhoek,” he said. 


He maintains that the reason the police force is so 
short staffed is that most of the officers who complete 
their training are immediately recruited by the various 
security companies who offer higher salaries. 


"We lose about 80 percent of our officers in this manner. 
There are no institutions in Namibia that train security 
guards, therefore the State pays to train police officers 
and the security companies simply buy them off," he 
Said. 


However, the situation is being addressed with the 
construction of a new police training college at the 
Police Sportsgrounds that will be able to take in 400 
trainees per course. However, the construction is of such 
a nature that the building can easily be expanded by 
adding another storey. 


The first phase has already been completed, with the 
second phase due to start in January next year. The 
college should be operational in January 1997. 


Government Criticized for Wasting Money 
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[Report by John Grobler] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] If the Government would 
rather have invested money spent on luxuries like 
a new plane, Presidential palace, an upgrade of the 
Presidential jet and unnecessary long foreign travel 
in job creation schemes, it would have been able to 
create near'y three jobs for every Namibian instead of 
the 45 per cent unemployment facing the country at 
the moment the DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alliance] 
charged yesterday. 


In a hard-hitting statement the official Opposition 
warned that the SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] government was presiding over a smoul- 
dering volcano in terms of soaring unemployment. 


The DTA of Namibia has on various occasions spelt 
Out ways in which unemployment which has become 
an urgent national problem could be effectively solved. 


"Urbanization must be turned around by channeling 
available development to rural «areas instead of to 
Oshakati and Windhoek. The rural areas must be made 
attractive to live and work in. 


"Government should create labour-intensive projects for 
the short as well as the long term, particularly in the 
long-neglected rural areas. This should be done by 
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means of a working committee from the regions to make 
proposals as a matter of urgency," Mr Muyongo said. 


As a result of the failure by government to create job 
Opportunities, young people entering the job market 
now face a prospectless future, DTA President Mtshake 
Muyongo said. 


"At least 20,000 high school learners and another 1,700 
university students will leave school and will be entering 
the job market in less than a month without the prospect 
of getting a job,” Mr Muyongo told a press conference 
yesterday. "It must be further accepted that a large 
percentage of the 20,000 high school learners will be 
Grade 10 learners who will have been forced to leave 
school because they have not qualified to continue to 
Grade 11. These learners will have no qualifications 
with which to make them in any way competitive in 
the job market." 


This figure, Mr Muyongo warned would double to 
40,000 learners at the end of next year, further exac- 
erbating the danger of large numbers of educated and 
semi-educated young people in an already saturated job 
market. 


The government’s only response thus far has been ad 
hoc crisis management Mr Muyongo said: A glaring 
example of this crisis management is the handling of 
the ex-PLAN [People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] 
fighters demonstration and demands. The DTA believes 
that job creation is possible if the government can 
stop spending money on luxuries and expensive travel 
abroad, he said adding that President Nujoma’s month- 
long absence from the country left the impression that 
he had no work to do here. Part of the problem 
with the ex-PLAN demonstrators, Mr Muyongo said 
was the impression it created that people had first to 
threaten with violence before any heed was paid to their 
demands. 


And while the DTA sympathized with their plight the 
government should not discriminate between unem- 
ployed people of different political persuasions. 


Swaziland 


Von Wissel on Adjustment Program, Other Issues 
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[Interview with Finance Minister Derek von Wissell by 
Peter Hlophe; place and date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] OB- 
SERVER: What is the true position regarding the struc- 
tural adjustment programme? How can it be said to be 
modified? 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


30 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


VON WISSELL: Structural Adjustment Programmes 
are normally imposed by the multilateral institutions on 
those countries with heavy loans which they cannot ser- 
vice effectively anymore and need to borrow money to 
salvage themselves. Then the World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) give financial assistance 
and manage it stringently in a bid to pull the country 
out. 


I must say that we are near that position but still quite 
safer because we do not have heavy debts as other 
countries. We still have reasonable debts. But current 
projections show that we will worsen in the next four 
or five years and it’s only shrewd of us to start dealing 
with the situation now. The idea is to attempt to curb 
the situation now so that we do not fall into the difficult 
situation of having an externally imposed programme. 
So we have invited the two institutions to come and 
scrutinise our economy and make recommendations and 
the most important ?hing is that it will be voluntary and 
we will not need to borrow money to pull ourselves out. 


OBSERVER: Would you think the Public Sector Man- 
agement Programme (PSMP) has been effective? 


VON WISSELL: The PSMP is still at its very early 
Stages but at least the government has committed itself 
to it and each ministry has made an in-depth analysis 
of its operations. A committee has been set up to 
address all the problem areas. But all in all it focuses 
on placement and utilisation of resources. 


OBSERVER: The external debt is said to be around 
E7.33 million [emalangeni]. Do you plan developing the 
Debt Management and Financial Analysis (DMFAS) 


VON WISSELL: We are recording everything right 
now, doing what I call cash flow management. That 
means we look closely at how we are to spend and pay 
money out and project how to balance the monies. 


OBSERVER: What is the true position with regards to 
the Swazi Bank restructuring saga? 


VON WISSEL: The Swazi Bank is operating normally 
though under severe constraints because the restructur- 
ing process in not through yet. But the most important 
thing is that at least some of the debtors have come up 
to repay their loans and that means the bank will also 
be able to lend more. On top of that, the government set 
aside E20 million to assist in the restructuring process 
and financial help especially to the agricultural sector. 


OBSERVER: Is it the value-added tax (VAT) or the 
sales tax? 


VON WISSELL: Well that is an argument we are 
currently grappling with right now and I expect our Tax 
Advisory Forum to present its findings on the issue. 
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But is it worth mentioning that VAT takes a lot of 
administration but is a more efficient collection system. 
So one must weigh the extra administration demanded 
by VAT and against the demands of the sales tax. 


OBSERVER: How do you plan to address the issue of 
bloated delegations to overseas trips? 


VON WISSELL: I will not comment about royal 
delegations which are the sole responsibility of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. But let me say that there 
are two exercises to deal with the issue of overseas 
trips. One is that all our membership to all international 
Organisations will be reviewed. We must ascertain what 
benefits we get and reset the budget for external travel. 


Secondly, whatever the case we will definitely cut down 
the amount of money in the external travel budget. 


OBSERVER: What is the true position of the budget 
deficit now? 


VON WISSELL: The deficit is currently expected to go 
down to about E80 million or less due to factors like 
the sale of shares of Simunye Sugar Company. But it 
is projected to spiral to about E400 million next year. 
That is why I say we are not in trouble now but we will 
definitely find ourselves trapped in four to five years 
from now. Hence the reason we invite the World Bank 
and the IMF to come and give us guidelines to avoid 
the impending danger. 


OBSERVER: Several calls have been made to develop 
a healthy equity industry in the country and what and 
how do you plan to do it? 


VON WISSELL: We are currently working on enacting 
the Securities Bill which will cover all the issues related 
to the equity industry. Such issues as the stock market, 
bonds and unite trusts. But I must encourage companies 
to engage themselves in the stockbrokers but definitely 
there is a need for an umbrella regulatory body to 
supervise the entire industry. And as it is now we have 
developed Long Bonds similar to the Treasury Bills at 
the Central Bank except that the Bonds cover a long 
period, say ten to twenty years. It enables one to invest 
and raise money for projects. 


OBSERVER: What programme ¢) you have towards 
empowering the indigenous Swazis. What is your per- 
ception of the Trade Control Bill? 


VON WISSELL: It is clear that Swazis must get into 
mainstream businesses but that is not to say entry will 
be easy. And it is no use being soft and things like 
that but people must be prepared to grapple with the 
challenges in the arena and government has to remove 
all the impediments. One area that needs urgent attention 
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is access to credit facilities and all the laws must be 
adhered to so that everything is done the right way. 
As for the Trade Control Bill, I think the Ministry of 
Commerce is better placed to comment. 


OBSERVER: Whatever happened to the localisation ini- 
tiative Mr Minister, particularly to address the banking 
industry. 


VON WISSELL: I am really not qualified to comment 
on localisation. 


OBSERVER: The Public Enterprise Unit suggests the 
local airline must enter into a joint venture with a 
regional airline company to improve itself. How far has 
the move gone? 


VON WISSELL: At least I am aware that the Transport 
Ministry has already engaged consultants to look seri- 
Ously into the suggestion. 


Says Deficit To Soar 
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[Report by Peter Hlophe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The country’s deficit which 
stands at about E80 million [emalangeni] will rocket to 
whopping E400 million in the next four to five years. 


In an interview with BUSINESS OBSERVER, Finance 
Minister Dr Derek Von Wissell said that the budget 
deficit is expected to go down this year to less than E80 
million. He said this will come as a result of the sale 
of shares in companies such as Simunye and a host of 
other factors. 


However, he noted that it is expected to spiral in the 
next four years, a situation which will invite the full 
wrath of the Bretton Woods institutions — the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


Dr Von Wisseil said that in four years time Swaziland 
is expected to lose a huge chunk of its revenue from the 
South African Customs Union (SACU). 


He said that Swaziland gets most of her revenue from 
SACU, a revenue base which is now threatened because 
it is currently being re-negotiated and may be cut down 
to contribute only 25% to the economy. 


The Minister submitted that Swaziland decided to invite 
the IMF and the World Bank to come and devise a pre- 
emptive structural adjustment programme to juggle the 
economy of the country before the danger arises. 


"The programme will be voluntary and is a way of 
avoiding the painful one that the multilateral institutions 
have imposed on other African States," the Minister 
said. 
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Prime Minister Warns Against IMF Program 


MBO0911141695 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 9 Nov 95 pp 9, 32 


[Report by Albert Masango] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIGG’S PEAK — Prime 
Minister Prince Mbilini has warned MPs about the 
pending structural adjustment programme on Swaziland. 


He declared that it would make the country unable to 
determine its own fate. 


Through his representative, the Minister of Broadcast- 
ing, Information and Tourism Prince Khuzulwandle, he 
said the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has already 
warned government of the forthcoming action as a result 
of the worsening economic situation in the kingdom. 


This was during the official opening of a three-day 
National Co-operative Symposium of Parliamentarians 
held at the Protea Hotel. 


Prince Mbilini said in order to avoid this consequence, 
CO-operatives must promote the economic and social in- 
terests of their members by providing effective services 
that they need and improving their standard of living. 


He said structural adjustment means that government 
will now have less to say in the shaping of the economy 
because this will to a large extent be determined 
by market forces which will see the ushering in of 
liberalisation. 


"Likewise those co-operatives who enjoyed preferential 
treatment or received subsidies for their operations will 
have to do without this in future,” he explained. 


The premier said that Swaziland as part of the sub- 
Saharan region cannot be s)ared, as already there have 
been threats and the IMF has earmarked the country 
and warned that if effective changes for the better do 
not take place soon the programme will be effected. 


Prince Mbilini noted that the existing economic prob- 
lems make it more imperative than ever before to forge 
a natural beneficial partnership between government and 
the co-operative movement to find amicable solutions. 


He told parliamentarians that however, government is 
committed to support the development of viable and 
representative co-operatives to overcome many of the 
constraints they face. 


The premier explained that government also recognises 
the need to continue encouraging and protecting the free 
enterprise market system which does not exploit both 
CO-operative members and the consumers. 
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He noted that in this regard, the government assures 
her commitment and willingness to provide the needed 
support be it co-operative members’ education, training 
or legal advice through the co-operatives department. 
He disclosed that with the assistance from the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation (ILO) a co-operative review 
exercise is being undertaken and a new Bill will be 
tabled before parliament. 


He expressed hope that the youth and the educated 
unemployed will seriously participate in co-operative 
movement for economical development of the country. 


Zambia 


Donors Note Corruption in Copper Parastatal 
MBO0511173595 Lusaka THE POST in English 
6 Oct 95 pl 


[Report by Chilombo Mwondela and Masautso Phiri] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dono's have complained of 
corruption and abuse of office in the conduct of the 
affairs of ZCCM [Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines], 
and have warned that before the mines company can be 
privatised the corruption will have to be stamped out. 


The donors expressed their concerns about the running 
of Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines (ZCCM) at 
a consultative meeting with officials of the Zambian 
government held in Lusaka’s Mulungushi Conference 
Centre a fortnight ago. 


Both diplomatic and Zambian government sources have 
confirmed that at the meeting British High Commis- 
sioner to Zambia Patrick Nixon showed great concern 
about the corrupt manner in which the affairs of the pre- 
dominantly state owned mining conglomerate ZCCM 
were being conducted. The explanations by the com- 
pany’s chief executive, Edward Shamutete, were said 
to have been rejected by the donors in attendance as 
unsatisfactory. 


"I can confirm that the British High Commissioner, 
Patrick Nixon, did express concern about the perfor- 
mance and management of ZCCM. This was said in a 
private meeting,” said the High Commission’s second 
secretary Russ Dixon in reply to a POST press query 
on Monday [2 October), adding: "And we do not wish 
to comment any further on this matter.” 


A Zambian government official said the High Commis- 
sioner did not mince his words on the subject of cor- 
ruption. 

"There were strong words on corruption and abuse of 
office from the British High Commissioner which were 
supported by most donor countries,” a cabinet source 
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Said in an interview a fortnight ago. "It seems donors 
are now getting on to this very strongly.” 


But Shamutete declined to discuss the donor’s ZCCM 
corruption concerns. 


"The chief executive has a right to refuse to be 
interviewed,” said ZCCM spokesman Francis Musonda. 


The donors are said to have raised questions about 
the apparent corrupt manner in which some ZCCM 
subsidiaries and other assets are being cornered without 
following the laid down privatisation procedures. 


"Corruption too must be stamped out and we pointed to 
the way Techpro Procurement and IPX in Johannesburg 
were closed as being unacceptable,” a diplomat said in 
an interview last week. "We told them if ZCCM has to 
be privatised it must begin to operate efficiently, like 
the Chilean mines." 

The consultative meeting is said to have been attended 
by 25 officials from Zambian economic units which in- 
Cluded Minister of Finance Ronald Penza, commerce 
minister Dipak Patel, deputy ministers Dan Pule and 
Mathias Mphande, Bank of Zambia officials, ZCCM 
chief executive Shamutete, Valentine Chitalu of the 
Zambia Privatisation Agency and some permanent sec- 
retaries. 


The donor countries in attendance were the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the Scandinavian countries and 
Saudi Arabia. 

And a source who attended the meeting said Penza took 
most of the flack. 


"Most donors took it out on Penza, who was visibly 
annoyed about it but they told him that he is a senior 
minister of this government and there is no-one else 
they can talk to,” he said. 


"The donor countries had a common stand on the 
matter, they told the government they would like to see 
some consistency in the running of ZCCM and other 
institutions." 


Zimbabwe 


Suspected Rebel Leader Appears in Court 


MBO0711150595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1327 GMT 7 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Nov 7 SAPA — 
Suspected rebel Chimwenje [Little Light] commander 
Simba Mhlanga — facing charges on plotting to kill 
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe and other acts 
of terrorism — appeared briefly before a magistrate’s 
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court in Harare and was further remanded to November 
21, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY] news agency reported on Tuesday. 


Mhlanga, 32, was arrested in central Mozambique last 
month in connection with the plot allegedly hatched by 
opposition ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] 
(Ndonga) leader Rev Ndabaningi Sithole. 


He is facing three counts of contravening the Law and 
Order Maintenance Act. Mhlanga allegedly underwent 
unlawful military training outside the country and 
encouraged others to do so. He has not yet pleaded 
formally before the court. 


Sithole, 75, and two others are appearing separately on 
the same charges while William Namakonha — who 
confessed to being party to the plot — was convicted 
last month and sentenced to 15 years in prison. 


Mhlanga is suspected of being the commander of the 
shadowy Chimwenje Freedom Fighters rebel group 
based in central Mozambique. The group is allegedly 
linked to the ZANU (Ndonga) party which, with two 
seats in the 150-seat Parliament, is the only opposition 
party represented in the legislature dominated by Mu- 
gabe’s ZANU-PF [Zimbzwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front). 


Heavily armed police patrolled the court building while 
Mhlanga appeared before Magistrate Bertha Muzangaza 
with Beda Moyo prosecuting. Mhlanga was not repre- 
sented. 


Sithole: Assassination Plot Charges ‘Ploy’ 


MBO0811191695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1710 GMT 8 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Nov 8 SAPA — 
Zimbabwean opposition politician Ndabaningi Sithole, 
accused of plotting to kill President Robert Mugabe, 
on Wednesday dismissed the allegations as a ploy to 
exclude him from next year’s presidential race. 


The ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union) 
(Ndonga) leader, free on bail for the alleged plot to kill 
Mugabe in August and overthrow his government, said 
the charges were baseless and the work of a diseased 
imagination, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported. He told a 
media briefing at his Harare home the ruling ZANU-PF 
[Patriotic Front] was determined to put him out of 
political circulation and to diminish the chances of his 
party coming to power. 


"They fear that should ZANU (Ndonga) come to power, 
Mugabe and his colleagues will have to account for the 
murders they have committed in this country. 
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"The entire administration is a victim of its own fears 
emanating from the power struggle between myself 
and Mugabe since 1963, when he was my secretary- 
general." Sithole said he would challenge Mugabe in the 
next presidential election. Sithole is accused of sending 
young men out of the country to undergo military 
training and return to engage in acts of terrorism and 


sabotage. 


Sithole Charges Mugabe Murdered His Supporters 
MBO0911141595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
09 Nov 95 p4 


(Report by Reuters] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare — Veteran Zimbab- 
wean opposition leader the Rev Ndabaningi Sithole yes- 
terday accused his archrival President Robert Mugabe 
of murdering hundreds of opponents before and after he 
won power 15 years ago. 


Furious senior officials in Mugabe’s government denied 
the allegations, describing them as the irresponsible 
comments of a politician trying to divert attention from 
his own problems. 


Sithole, who heads the small opposition ZANU [Zim- 
babwe African National Union]-Ndonga party, which 
broke away from Mugabe’s ruling ZANU-PF [Patriotic 
Front] party 20 years ago, faces charges of plotting to 
assassinate Mugabe and overthrow his government. 


The 75-year-old opposition chief told a news conference 
that Mugabe hud sanctioned the killing of hundreds of 
his Mozambican-based guerrilla supporters. 


"He ordered hundreds of my supporters in Mozam- 
bique’s capital of Maputo be put to death and there are 
hundreds of ex-combatants now inside the country who 
are prepared to testify in an open court,” he said. 


Sithole said there were many Zimbabweans ready to 
testify that Mugabe allegedly “continued to put to death 
not only supporters of ZANU-Ndonga but also those of 
other opposition parties”. 

A senior aide to the Zimbabwean president dismissed 
the charges as nonsense. "It’s preposterous and totally 
irresponsible for him to make such accusations,” he said. 


Mengistu’s Would-Be Assassin Convicted 


MBO0811205995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2031 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] HARARE Nov 8 SAPA — An 
Eritrean national, convicted on Wednesday [8 Novem- 
ber] of conspiracy to murder former Ethiopian dictator 
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Mengistu Haile Mariam, told a Harare court Mengistu 
was his worst enemy. 

Abraham Goietom Joseph Kinfe, 35, also related how 
he had managed to escape from Mengistu’s palace after 
28 Tigrina-speaking people were shot dead on orders of 
the dictator, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported. Kinfe was 
also convicted by Regional Court Magistrate William 
Cutler for unlawful possession of arms of war. He had 
pleaded guilty to both charges. The agreed facts before 
the court were that Kinfe and co-accused Solomon Haile 
Gebre Michael, 38, conspired to assassinate Mengistu. 
Mengistu, wanted for human rights crimes in Ethiopia, 
fled the country in 1991 and was granted refuge in 
Zimbabwe by President Robert Mugabe, a political 
ally from Zimbabwe’s own independence war. State 
prosecutor Herbert Ushewokunze Jnr read a statement of 
agreed facts to the court. In this, it was stated that Kinfe, 
Michael and one Bisket Yamani had imported arms of 
war to Zimbabwe. These included two machine-guns 
and two pistols, all fitted with silencers, and magazines 
and live ammunition. 

On November 3 Kinfe and Michael drove to Gunhill 
villas to reconnoitre Mengistu’s home. Kinfe dropped 
Michael behind a small hill next to the villas. Constable 
Gorotoma, one of Mengistu’s bodyguards, observed 
Michael hiding behind a temporary toilet and challenged 
him. Michael turned around and fired at Gorotoma, who 
returned fire, wounding Michael in an arm. 

Michael was arrested and more arms recovered from 
a bag in his possession. Kiufe was arrested later i 
an apartment and four empty machine-gun magazines 
found. Police also recovered a machine-gun magazine 
with 29 rounds and two pistol magazines with eight 
rounds each in a house Kinfe was renting 

In mitigation, Kinfe described how he escap d when 28 
Tigrina-speaking people were shot dead on th: orders of 
Mengistu. Kinfe, who at the beginning of the case spoke 
through an interpreter, described in halting English how 
Mengistu had ordered “stupid” Tigrina-speaking people 
brought to his palace to be shot. Tinofara Hove, for 
Kinfe, urged him to show the court the wounds he 
sustained. Kinfe removed his shirt to reveal bullet and 
shrapnel wounds. He said Mengistu’s men inflicted the 
injuries. 

"Mengistu is my most enemy and my family’s enemy”, 
he said, adding that Mengistu had ordered masked 
gunmen to “just kill them now”. He said he survived 
after one of the gunmen told him to hide in the corner 
of a lorry that brought him and the others to Mengistu’s 
palace. Security forces had collected him and 50 others 
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from Addis Ababa and singled out 29 Tigrina-speaking 
people. They were taken to Mengistu, who ordered they 
be killed. 

Kinfe is expected to be sentenced on Thursday. Michael, 
who is under police guard in hospital, is due for a 
remand hearing on Thursday. 


Reserve Bank: Economic Reforms Expose 
Weaknesses 


MB0811141995 Harar: THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 2 Nov 95 jp 3 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Reserve Bank of Zim- 
babwe says the government must do more to balance 
the macro-economic environment to complement solid 
achievements made in trade liberalisation and financial 
sector reform during the first phase of economic adjust- 
ment. 


The bank said in its 1995 annual report the first five 
years of the economic reform programme had exposed 
"fundamental structural weaknesses, most notably on the 
fiscal side, which need urgent attention if the economy 
is to achieve steady but meaningful growth”. 

"It is imperative, therefore, that as the economy moves 
into the second phase of Esap [economic structural ad- 
justment program], government tackles the problem of 
macro-economic imbalance by ensuring consistency be- 
tween moneiary and fiscal policies,” Governor Leonard 
Tsumba said in a foreword to the report. 


Annual inflation last year averaged 22.3 percent, well 
off the 1992 high average of 42.1 percent, but still 
more than 16 percentage points higher than the 6 percent 
average among Zimbabwe's major trading partners. 


In a bid to contain inflation, the Reserve Bank has 
pursued a fight monetary policy, which has hurt busi- 
nesses thus curtailing export growth envisaged under the 
economic reform programme’s goal of diversifying the 
economy. 


Tsumba said during the second phase of reform begin- 
ning next year, the government should put in place in- 
centives to improve the investment climate and embark 
ON projects aimed at minimising the impact of future 
droughts. 

He said the 1994/95 drought which cut agricultural 
production by 12 percent, had resulted in a slowdown of 
economic growth, with preliminary estimates pointing 
to a growth of around one percent, a large decline from 
last year’s robust five percent. 


After agriculture, manufacturing is the next hardest hit 
sector, with growth expected to be two percent from 
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last year’s 10 percent. "The sector’s sluggish growth 
also reflects a harsh macro-economic environment, and 
increased external competition,” said Tsumba. 

This general overall decline will be offset to somie exteat 
by the mining sector which is expected to expand by 10 
percent as a result of increased demand for minerals 
from developed countries. 

Reviewing the financial year to March 1995, Tsumba 
said foreign direct investment rose significantly from 
1993’s $1.3 billion to last year’s $3.7 billion. Net 
portfolio investment on the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange 
also rose; to $630 million between June 1993 and March 
this year. 

The overall balance of payments position recorded a sur- 
plus of $2.2 billion last year as a result of an improved 
Capital account. The current account deficit, which in 
1992 deteriorated to 15.4 percent as a percentage of 
Gross Domestic Product, improved to 4.5 percent in 
1994. 


The economy's gross international foreign currency 
reserves were expected to be enough to cover over four 
months of imports by the end of the year, said Tsumba, 
noting that between 1990 and 1992, the reserves were 


just enough to cover two months of imports. 


Army Drops Retirement Packages as Funds Dry Up 
MBO0811141595 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 2 Nov95 p9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Army has abandoned the 
idea of offering attractive packages to retiring members 
of the force in its bid to reduce the size of the army 
because the government has run out of funds to continue 


with the programme. 

This was revealed in Nyanga by the Army Comman- 
der Lt General Constantine Chiwenga recently, who 
also urged the commanders from various army estab- 
lishments to further reduce the force from the targeted 
40,000 outside the special retirement package. 

Under the special retirement package, a soldier was, 
among other things, on retirement promoted a notch 
higher in ranking and an extra one third of the years 
that he or sic would have served, added and translated 
to the amount given in terminal benefits. 

But Lt Gen Chiwenga said the government did not have 
the funds for it to continue with the programme. 


The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank recently expressed their unhappiness with the pace 
of the ongoing economic reforms programme in Zim- 
babwe and subsequently suspended the disbursements of 
the structural adjustment loans totalling U.S.$120 mil- 
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lion. The government has also come under serious Criti- 
cism from various sectors of the economy for its alloca- 
tion of such a large budget to the Ministry of Defence. 


"It is clear that the current state of the country’s 
economy cannot sustain the on-going programme and 
it is evident that the ZNA will remain under-funded for 
the next six years. 


"We need to put in place necessary survival mechanics 
under the envisaged conditions for us to further reduce 

from the targeted 40,000," the ZNA [Zim- 
babwe National Army] Commander said at the close of 
the seminar which was also attended by high-ranking 
Officials of the British Military and Training Team in 
Zimbabwe. 


Official Addresses Seminar on Debt Management 


MBO111134695 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1130 GMT I Nov 95 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Deputy Secretary of Do- 
mestic and International Finance in the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, Comrade (Obed Machalaga), has warned African 
governments against excessive external borrowing that 
may lead to marked starvation and economic decline. He 
was addressing member states of Eastern and Southern 
African Initiative in Debt and Reserves Management, 
ESAIDAM, at a workshop in Harare today. 


He said the debt of nine member states of ESAIDAM, 
which is over $240 billion, is increasing because the 
structural rigidities in African economies are not sup- 
porting non-debt capital inflows. 

Mr. (Machalaga) said reliance on external expertise 
is associated with huge consultancy fees, which most 
African countries cannot afford. He therefore said there 
is an urgent need to develop a regional reservoir of 
critical skills in debt management. 


The executive director of ESAIDAM, Dr. Peter Hail, 
said attention is shifting from debt recording to focus on 
debt analysis, enabling countries to develop an overall 
debt strategy. 


Investment Center Disburs<-: ADR Funding 


MBO0811143795 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 2 Nov 95 p2 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Slightly over $200 million of 
the African Development Bank (ADB)’s $700 million 
industrial rehabilitation facility has so fart sis , 
over a period of three weeks through the Zimbabwe 
Investment Centre (ZIC). 
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ZIC deputy chairman Strive Masiyiwa said the $200 
million had already stimulated investment valued at over 
$700 million. 


"Of the disbursed money, 50 percent has gone to black 
enterprises and this dispels the fears that indigenous 
pressure groups had,” said Masiyiwa in an apparent ref- 
erence to concerns by the indigenous pressure groups 
that the money would only benefit established compa- 
nies and not black business. He said the money had 
been disbursed to all major sectors which qualified for 
the facility. 


“It appears that this facility will turn out to be the biggest 
single stimulus to investment this year. We are partic- 
ularly happy because it has stimulated investment by 
Zimbabwean enterprise where there has been general 
despondency due to the harsh macro-economic environ- 
ment,” he added. 


The facility, which is part of the remaining five- 
year industrial rehabilitation fund made available to 
government in 1990, created controversy when the 
government wanted to turn it into an indigenous soft 
loan window. 

ADB insisted that the loan should benefit the rest of 
the private sector otherwise the bank would withdraw it 
after its expiry in December. 

Masiyiwa said the board was comfortable that the 
facility would be fully disbursed by the deadline of 
December 31 1995. 


He said the management of this facility had been smooth 
and professional, adding that the board was pleased 
with the manner in which the investment committee 
was dispatching applications. Applications were being 
dispatched within a few days of receipt. 

Masiyiwa, however, said his main concern was that 
some commercial banks had not shown the urgency to 
assist their clients to avail themselves of this money. 


Gold Production Reports Record Level 


MBO0911121395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1135 GMT 09 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] BULAWAYO Nov 9 SAPA — 
Gold output in Zimbabwe reached a record 20,161.54 
kg worth Zd2.1-billion [Zimbabwe dollars] during the 
first ten months of this year, as mines get higher yields 
despite water shortages, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency reports. 


The Chamber of Mines of Zimbabwe said on Thursday 
output up to the end of October was higher by 3,188.54 
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kg compared to the corresponding period last year. The 
mining body has already revised, upwards, Zimbabwe's 
gold production forecast for 1995 to 24 tons expected 
to earn over Zd2.5-billion from a previous forecast of 
23 tons. 


Zimbabwe's gold production reached 20.56 tons last 
year during which it was classified as the world’s 15th 


major gold producer. 


AIDS Causes 46% Rise in Death Payments 


MBO0811143695 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 8 Oct 95 p7 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Due to the Increase in deaths 
as a result of the AIDS epidemic in Zimbabwe, Old 
Mutual's deaths benefits increased by 46 percent during 
the 12 months ended June 301995. 


Old Mutual Zimbabwe general manager, Bryan Brad- 
ford, im a statement said the total benefits paid in 
this country increased by 27 percent against the whole 
group’s increase of 14 percent. 


Without giving concrete figures, Bradford said it was 
significant that most of the benefit payments were made 
to members during their lifetime. 


During the period under review Old Mutual (Zimbabwe) 
registered an increase in total income of 12 percent 
which was lower than the group's benefit payout in- 
crease of 27 percent. Bradford attributed the lower rate 
to the advent of the National Social Security Scheme. 


He added that during the year under review Old Mutual 
Zimbabwe managed assets were valued at $11.9 billion, 
$2.2 billion more than the previous year. 


Total assets under management of the Old Mutual 
group, that includes subsidiary companies in Namibia, 
South Africa, Malawi, Guernsey and Hong Kong, in 
creased by 12 percent to $364.2 billion. 


It is the first time Old Mutual's financial statements 
have been prepared on a consolidated basis. The results 
also include Old Mutual's activities that extend as far as 
the United Kingdom, the United States, Japan, Ireland. 
Israel and Kenya. 


During the yea, Old Mutual group experienced signif- 
icant growth with total premium income increasing by 
27 percent to reach $49 billion. 


Strong performance was delivered on the Employee 
Benefits business side where premium income increased 
by 59 percent to $22.3 billion. 
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The Gambia 


Government Issues Decree on New Powers of Arrest 


AB0811212695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Nov 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Life has become increasingly 
tough for journalists in the Gambia since Captain Yahya 
Jammeh seized power in July of last year. They have 
been arrested, deported, and their offices turned over 
by security men, and copies of their journals taken off 
the streets. Now, according to Ibrahima Cesay, editor of 
the DAILY OBSERVER, comes the toughest measure 
of all, a decree that could put the freedom of journalists 
right on the line. William Wallace asked Ibrahima Cesay 
what the decree says: 


[Begin recording] [Cesay] The decree gives the minister 
of interior the power to arrest anybody who is believed 
to be a security threat or risk. 


[Wallace] Has this decree been made public? 


[Cesay] It has not yet been announced on radio Gambia 
but I’ve got it officially. 


[Wallace] And so, officially, the decree has already 
come into effect, the minister already has these powers. 


[Cesay] Indeed, yes. Now, the minister of the interior 
may, where he is satisfied that the arrest and detention 
of a person is in the interest of the security, peace, and 
stability of the Gambia, order the arrest and detention of 
such a person and he does not have to give any reasons. 


[Wallace] And does the decree mention what will 
happen after the arrest? Does it stipulate the Jength of 
detentions? 


[Cesay] Well, the person arrested under the decree shall 
be brought before the supreme court within a 90-day 
period from the date of his arrest and a judge before a 
supreme court may remand such a person in custody for 
a reasonable period as the court may determine or may 
grant such person bail on such terms as conditions. 


[Wallace] Do you think this decree will dramatically 
increase the numbers of arrests? 


[Cesay] Well, the decree is very clear. It has given 
the minister of interior the power to arrest anybody 
suspected to be a security threat. The decree is very 
Clear and what is important to note here is that even a 
writ of habexs corpus shall no longer apply. 


[Wallace] So, is this decre@, do you think, a direct threat 
to newspapers, for example? Do you think this will 
directly affect journalists? 
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[Cesay] Well, I am a stubborn journalist, but I am telling 
you in clear terms ihat I am going to call off. It doesn’t 
worth it any mcve. [Sentence as heard] I cannot operate 
under this kind of decree, I mean, and I have a feeling 
that, you know, the DAILY OBSERVER, is not going to 
be the DAILY OBSERVER any more because, I mean, 
the minister doesn’t have to give any reason! 


[Wallace] But how do your colleagues feel about it? 


[Cesay] It’s sad here, it is very sad. The morale is very 
low in this office. I wish you were here to see us, you 
know. People are even crying here. It’s a sad day for 
all of us. [end recording] 


Liberia 
Coup Plot by Council of State Members Denied 


AB0611150795 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 6 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Rumors of an attempt by 
certain members of the Council of State to overthrow 
the government have been described by Councilman 
Koromah as unfounded and not in the best interest 
of peace. Answering a reporter’s question at a news 
conference yesterday, Councilman Koromah said there 
is no such plan by any member of the collective 
presidency to undermine the present arrangement. Mr. 
Koromah said the INTG [Interim National Transition 
Government] is making sure that all necessary steps 
are taken to implement the Abuja Accord to end the 
nightmare and bring development to Liberia. He (?ended 
by saying) that any attempt by anyone to carry out such 
a plan will not succeed. 


Police, ECOMOG Clash Over Drug Search 


AB0811211095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There’s quite a confrontation 
in Liberia between the police force and ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] peacekeepers. It blew up on 
Monday [6 November] in the Monrovia Free Port. The 
police, acting on a tip off, wanted to search a warehouse 
for marijuana but ECOMOG soldiers apparently wanted 
to prevent them. There was a tussle, shots were fired, 
and there were reports that the director of police, Joseph 
Tate, was manhandled. Well, Officer Tate has called us 
up to say he was not roughed up. So, Josephine Hazely 
asked him what in fact happened: 


[Begin recording] [Tate] There were some skirmishes 
between the ECOMOG soldier who was preventing 
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the Liberian National Police Force from carrying out 
a mandate that was issued to them by the court. I must 
say that no....[Tate pauses] not a single ECOMOG man 
put his hand on me even though I was in the area, but 
shot at, they shot the tires and deflated one of the tires 
of our car, and they were shooting up in the air, and 
they fought with our bodyguards, disarmed them, and 
‘ everything else but nobody, not a single person put their 
hands on me. I would like to make that perfectly clear, 
I was never attacked by nobody from the ECOMOG 
contingent. 


{Hazely] Now what happened though? What happened 
at the port? Why were } ur men going to the Free Port 
of Monrovia that has been occupied by the peacekeeping 
force, ECOMOG? 


[Tate] The peacekeepiug force is just there to insure that 
arms and ammunition don’t come into the country and 
that the Free Port is still being controlled by the Liberian 
National Police and the Ports security itself. When we 
got information that there were some ships carrying 
narcotic drugs we obtained search warrant from the 
court to go ahead and search. We informed ECOMOG 
because we didn’t want to go there all by ourselves to 
ensure that they provide us the necessary security and 
to be there on the site themselves. 


[Hazely] Now, but, well if that s was the case, if you 
have such good relationship, you ovolice has such a good 
relationship with the ECOMOw ‘orce, why was there 
trouble then? 


[Tate] Well, perhaps they were trying to prevent the 
people from taking away the narcotic drugs from there 
but normally, by and large, the police and ECOMOG 
have been working together since I have been here. We 
had to abandon the search simply because they started 
shooting at the tires of our vehicles and all that. 


(Hazely] Now, but I mean it’s your police force, it is 
your country, how come one contingent of ECOMOG 
drive you out of carrying out your legitimate duues at 
the port? 


[Tate] That’s a very good question. In fact, that is 
what we are insisting on. Let us not erase one thing, 
Josephine, the police in this country right now is not 
armed and the ECOMOG are properly armed and they 
are armed and outnumoer. So, when they begin to shoot 
at us we have to get out of the way and then get in touch 
with those people that are concerned. But, just like you 
said, it is our country and we enforce the law here but 
we will not relent on these things. We will continue 
until we can get to where we want to go. 
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(Hazely] Why do you think that this contingent of ECO- 
MOG prevented you from searching this warehouse that 
you thought contained drugs? 


(Tate) And apparently they have a vested interest in 
these drugs and that’s why they prevented us from 
searching the area so they can’t lose their money, okay! 


{Hazely] What are you going to do about this though? 


[Tate] We have taken the matter up with the Council of 
State and they have also taken the matter up with the 
justice minister who has taken the matter up with the 
Council of State. I am certain that they (?were getting 
in touch with) the ECOMOG High Command and they 
will be able to work this situation out as quickly as 
possible. [end recording] 


Niger 


President Meets Armed Resistance Group Head 


AB0311133295 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 2 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Announcer] President Ma- 
hamane Ousmane granted two audiences this morning. 
First, he held discussions with (Eric Mizer), the French 
mediator between the government and the rebels, and he 
also held discussions with a delegation of the Armed Re- 
sistance Organization [ORA] led by Mohamed Anako. 
Let us listen to Anako as he tells us about the issues 
raised during the audience. 


(Begin Anako recording] Our discussions centered on 
a number of issues. The first concerned the holding of 
the ORA congress. The second point is on a number of 
our concerns which we feel are very important for the 
(?consolidation of peace in Niger). This point concerns 
the encampment of our troops [words indistinct]. The 
third point concerns the continuation of the deliberations 
within the various commissions of [word indistinct]. We 
want these commissions to begin to work so that [words 
indistinct] the process. [end recording] 


[Announcer] In order to implement the 24 April peace 
agreement, the ORA held negotiations with the Coor- 
dination of the Armed Resistance, the other branch of 
the rebellion. Mohamed Anako speaks about the steps 
taken by his organization. 


(Begin Anako recording] This is the right time and place 
to inform the national and international community that 
the ORA has contacted the brothers who are today 
[words indistinct]. My first step was to go to the Front 
for the Liberation of Tamoust, [FLT]. The FLT is a 
front which is not part of the agreement so for us it is 
necessary to first manage to [words indistinct] because 
we signed an agreement with them. 
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After clearing the ground, we decided to move toward 
the other fronts which do not belong to the ORA, and 
which did not sign the 24 April agreement but which 
have accepted the [words indistinct] inasmuch as they 
have not questioned its implementation. 


Unfortunately, our brother Mano Dayak did not listen 
to us but what we ORA members have seen is that this 
attempt to consolidate our unity has helped to ease the 
atmosphere of distrust that existed among our brothers 
at a certain time, and it has also helped to establish 
contacts — this is very important — because we were 
able to hold discussions. This is very important. In any 
case, I do not think for the moment that the problem 
that we have within the resistance can compromise the 
(success) of the peace process. [end recording] 


France Presents Defense Equipment to Government 


AB0311151095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 3 Nov 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] A consignment of equipment 
worth about 650 million CFA francs was presented this 
morning to the national defense minister by the French 
ambassador to Niger. The ceremony was held at the 
Materials and Building Department in the presence of 
the interior minister and the chief of general staff of the 
Niger Armed Forces. Ayshetou Badara has details. 


[Badara] The grant comprising a set of transmission 
equipment, sets of spare parts, and 20 four-wheel drive 
vehicles, which is intended for the National Armed 
Forces, forms part of the military cooperation existing 
between France and Niger. It is also intended to support 
the Gendarmerie’s work of ensuring public security in 
the northern part of our country. 


France’s assistance in military and law enforcement 
equipment in 1995 amounts 1.3 billion CFA francs. 
National Defense Minister Mahamane Doby expressed 
Satisfaction at the exemplary nature of this cooperation. 
He said that the equipment will enable the Armed Forces 
to undertake concrete actions in addition to their security 
role. French Ambassador Jean-Francois Lionnet, on his 
part, said that French military aid, which is already 
Significant, will increase between now and next year. 
It should be noted that a guided tour of the [name 
indistinct] building was held alongside this presentation 
ceremony. 


Nigeria 
Oil, Gas Cooperation Accord Signed With Iran 
ABO0911090195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria and Iran have signed 
a memorandum of understanding for closer cooperation 
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in the development of their oil and gas industries. This 
was announced by the minister of state for petroleum 
resources, Dr. Kabiru Chafe, in Lagos while briefing 
newsmen on the outcome of talks between his ministry 
and an Iranian delegation which had earlier visited the 
country. He said the objective of such initiative was to 
help promote South-South cooperation. The minister of 
state had earlier paid a similar visit to Iran. 


Council Approves Death Sentence of Saro-Wiwa 


AB0811180395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria’s Provisional Ruling 
Council, PRC, has been meeting today to consider the 
case of the nine Ogoni activists, including Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, who had been convicted of murder by a court 
in Port Harcourt and sentenced to death. It’s causing 
an international outcry and talk of sanctions at the 
Commonwealth heads of state meeting in New Zealand. 
Hope was that the PRC would commute the sentences 
as it did recently for the 40 convicted coup plotters, 
but it seems the PRC’s heart has hardened. From Lagos 
Sola Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] It took the Provisional Ruling 
Council only a few hours today to seal the fate of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and his eight other Ogoni compatriots. 
According to the spokesman, who briefed journalists on 
the meeting, Major General Victor Malu, the council 
members, after going through the papers, unanimously 
agreed with and accepted the verdict of the special 
tribunal that the nine men be hanged. He said that the 
PRC members were, quote, completely satisfied with the 
verdict, unquote. 


The Council met for only five hours and in that time 
decided on the Ogoni case and other national matters 
which were said to be pending. With the decision, Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight others will be hanged any time 
from now. The PRC’s decision is final. The decision 
will jolt the human rights community in Nigeria. They 
had all mounted pressure on the government to reject 
the tribunal’s verdict. Saro-Wiwa’s first defense team, 
led by Chief Gani Fawehinmi, which withdrew from 
the case midway on the allegation that the tribunal was 
not being fair to the accused persons, also joined in 
Calling on the international community to denounce the 
verdict. Many Nigerians had hoped that the PRC would 
commute the sentence as was done to those similarly 
tried in the 1992 Zango Kataf ethnic riots in northern 
Nigeria and also to the coup plot convicts last month. 


Today’s decision may be a signal that the government 
intends to deal firmly with opponents who may attempt 
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to destabilize its three-year transition to civil rule 
program. (end recording] 


Clemency ‘Ruled Out’ 


ABO0811211995 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 2100 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Provisional Ruling Coun- 
cil has ratified the death sentences on nine Ogoni lead- 
ers. They were convicted last week for the murder of 
four prominent Ogoni citizens in Rivers State. The Gen- 
eral Officer Commanding 82 Division of the Nigerian 
Army, Brigadier General Victor Harley told newsmen 
that the issue of clemency was ruled out. 


Shell Oil Issues Statement on Saro-Wiwa 


ABO911132495 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 9 Nov 95 


(From the "Network Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Just two hours after the Provi- 
sional Ruling Council announced confirmation of the 
death sentences [in the Saro-Wiwa trial], Shell, the 
biggest oil producer in Nigeria, issued a public state- 
ment on the trial, the sentence, and its operations in the 
Niger delta. From Lagos, Sola Odunfa reports: 


{Begin Odunfa recording) Managing director Mr. Brian 
Anderson said that Shell Petroleum was concerned by 
allegations of unfair trial leveled against the special tri- 
bunal which convicted Saro-Wiwa and his compatriots. 
He said that it was Shell’s wish that citizens got fair trial 
and that their human rights were upheld, as set out in 
the Nigerian Constitution and the United Nations Con- 
vention on Human Rights. He said that Shell might not 
agree with Saro-Wiwa’s (?opinions) and approach but 
it believes that he has the right to hold and canvass his 
views, and the right to fair legal treatment. 


He said that although it was not the company’s policy to 
interfere in the internal affairs of Nigeria, it believes that 
commutation of the death sentences on humanitarian 
grounds would have helped in the process of ultimate 
reconciliation in Ogoniland. 


Mr. Anderson announced that Shell had no plans to 
resume production in Ogoni area from where it pulled 
out in January 1993. He said that the company would go 
back there only when it was assured of the cooperation 
and support of all the communities in the area, and it 
found it economical to do so. He said that the company 
would need about $40 million to repair or replace its 
damaged facilities. 


Mr. Anderson warned against actions like public con- 
demnation and pressure which, he said, could worsen 
the already charged situation in Nigeria. He recom- 
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mended quiet diplomacy as proposed by South Africa’s 
Nelson Mandela. [end recording] 


Dissident’s Son Seeks Mandela’s Backing 


MB0811055295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0534 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] AUCKLAND, New Zealand, 
Nov 8 SAPA — The son of a Nigerian minority rights 
leader sentenced to death on Wednesday appealed to 
President Nelson Mandela to take a strong stand against 
the Nigerian military regime. 


"With his moral authority around the globe and espe- 
Cially in Africa, I call on Nelson Mandela to condemn 
in no uncertain manner...." the Nigerian regime of Gen 
Sani Abacha, said Ken Wiwa, son of Ogoni leader Ken 
Saro-Wiwa. 


"My father is about to be executed. Mandela’s statement 
on human rights abuses in Nigeria would be a severe 
embarrassment to the Nigerian authorities." 


Wiwa senior, chairman of the movement for the survival 
of the Ogoni people, was sentenced to death with 
eight others by a military tribunal last Tuesday, raising 
international condemnation. Nigeria’s provisional ruling 
council meets on Thursday to ratify the sentences. 


South Africa’s "quiet diplomacy" policy on Nigeria 
came under fire on Wednesday from Wiwa and No- 
bel prize-winning writer Wole Soyinka, who said the 
"softly-softly" approach legitimised Abacha’s military 
regime. 


"Certain African governments have responded to Nige- 
ria with quiet diplomacy...that is a mistake," Soyinka 
said. 


The pair spoke in Auckland, New Zealand, ahead of the 
afrival of about 40 heads of state for the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting this weekend. 


The meeting, they said, was a vital opportunity for the 
Commonwealth to show moral authority and leadership 
on the Nigeria issue. They called for suspension of 
Nigeria from the Commonwealth and imposition of 
economic, cultural, sporting and diplomatic sanctions. 


"It takes a well-structured organisation like the Com- 
monwealth to terminate this nightmare for once and for 
all," Soyinka told a media briefing. 


The international community should not be fooled by 
Abacha’s three-year plan for a democratic transition, he 
warned, saying "the crazed despot" would use murder, 
torture and kidnapping to extend his rule into the next 


century. 
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Soyinka and Wiwa were critical of Nigeria’s appease- 
ment by the international community. "Rwanda and 
Bosnia should have taught that you don’t compromise 
with evil,” Soyinka said. 

South African Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo has said 
quiet diplomacy would remain policy on Nigeria for 
the time being, noting harsher measures could prompt 
further brutality from Abacha’s government and desta- 
bilisation of the region. 


This was rejected by Wiwa, who said Nigeria’s Ogoni 
region was already destabilised, with 80,000 refugees, 
27 villages destroyed and the rape of women and 
children. 


Nigeria’s support for the liberation struggle against 
apartheid should not justify South Africa’s gentle ap- 
proach to Abacha, Soyinka said. 


"The Nigerian people supported the anti-apartheid strug- 
gle, we ask South Africa now to respond in kind," 
against human rights abuses in Nigeria. 


18 Arrested Over Hospital Director’s Death 


AB0611102695 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 5 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] About 18 people have been ar- 
rested so far by the Kaduna State Police Command in 
connection with the death of the chief medical director 
of the Ahmadu Bello University [ABU] Teaching Hos- 
pital, Professor Aboyemi Bamidele Bandipo. The med- 
ical director died of injuries he suffered in the hands 
of some staff of the hospital who attacked him over 
nonpayment of allowances and improved remuneration. 
Correspondent Yenusa Alio’s report is presented from 
our studios. 


The police in Kaduna are working on the theory that 
the death of Prof. Bamidele Bandipo arising from the 
{word indistinct] beatings he allegedly received from 
some irate staff of ABU Teaching Hospital, Zaria, could 
not have been accidental going by the nature of the 
attack, and the manner he was manhandled before he 
died. 

Police Commissioner Ralph Osanaye said staff of the 
hospital numbering about 42 attacked the medical 
director at the hospital, at his [name indistinct] campus 
Office, bundled him into the boot of a Peugeot car, 
and later detained. [sentence as heard] He died in a 
private clinic in Zaria shortly after he was rescued 
by the police. Police Commissioner Ralph Osanaye 
Says preliminary investigations have revealed that the 
attack and subsequent death of the medical director was 
occasioned by rumblings over nonpayment of risk and 
night duty allowances as well as adjustment in salary 
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structure. The police commissioner says investigations 
are under way and more arrests are being expected. 


The manner in which the medical director of the ABU 
Teaching Hospital died is not being taken lightly by 
members of the medical personnel of the hospital. 
Worried by this unfortunate development, the state 
administrator, Colonel Lawal Ja’afaru Isa, who has been 
to Zaria twice to pacify members of the university 
community, has been speaking with various interest 
groups against creation of ethnic dimensions to the 
problem. While describing the death of the medical 
director as brutal and criminal, Col. Ja’ afaru Isa said the 
Culprits would be made to face the law [words indistinct] 
tribunal to handle the matter. 


The Kaduna State administrator paid a condolence visit 
to the family of late Prof. Bamidele Bandipo, who 
had served the Ahmado Bello University, Zaria, for 
nearly 30 years before his untimely death. Meanwhile, 
the Ahmado Bello University, Zaria, which is just 
recovering from a protracted internal crisis has been 
closed down to ease tensions arising from the death of 
the medical director. 


Refinery Closed Down Following Plant Damage 


AB0611190695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 6 Nov 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There are fears of an imminent 
fuel shortage in Nigeria today following the shutdown 
of the country’s biggest oil refinery. The authorities say 
the closure is the work of saboteurs, but there have 
also been suggestions that the refinery is suffering from 
neglect and mismanagement. Our Lagos correspondent, 
Sola Odunfa, reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Nigeria’s biggest oil refinery 
in Port Harcourt was shut down at the weekend follow- 
ing damage to one of the plant’s most strategic compo- 
nents. The six-year old refinery produces about half of 
Nigeria’s fuel needs. Government officials are alleging 
sabotage of the plant, but they have not given any ex- 
planation. A spokesman at the Petroleum Ministry said 
that the alleged sabotage was carried out by some Nige- 
rians and their foreign collaborators to cause confusion 
in the country, quote, in order to achieve their diabolic 
plans through violent means, unquote. 


It is not yet known for how long the Port Harcourt 
refinery will be out of operation. The petroleum minister 
has directed that orders be placed immediately for 
replacement spares from abroad for the repairs, while 
emergency measures are being taken to avert disruption 
of petroleum supplies nationwide. Two other refineries 
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in Warri and Kaduna are currently producing far below 
their capacities due to defects in their plants following 
alleged sabotage actions by unknown people. The fourth 
refinery, which is Nigeria’s oldest but smallest, resumed 
Operation last year after being burned down in a 
mysterious fire five years ago. All the refineries are 
plagued by bad maintenance of plants, erratic power 
supplies which damage equipment, and management 
instability. 


In January, the government announced that it would 
lease out the refineries to private operators on contract 
basis but the proposal has not been carried out. [end 
recording] 


Returns to ‘Full Operation’ 


AB0811171095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Port Harcourt refinery is 
now back into full operation. It was shut down on 
Sunday [5 November] following a breakdown of the 
plant. The minister of petroleum resources, Chief Dan 
Etete, announced its resumption in Lagos shortly after 
returning from a visit to the refinery. He commended 
the efforts of the management and staff of the company 
for putting the plant back into operation. The minister 
emphasized that the government would not condone 
any acts of sabotage on its oil installations. He warned 
Nigerians not to resort to panic buying of petroleum 
products as the situation is now under control. 


Dissident TELL Magazine Editor Interviewed 


LD0811154095 Montreal Radio Canada International 
in English 1430 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The heads of Commonwealth 
nations, including Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien, are gathered in New Zealand for talks which open 
on Friday. Human rights activists in Nigeria are urging 
the Commonwealth to impose economic sanctions on 
Nigeria, a Commonwealth member. The military gov- 
ernment there has been accused of serious human rights 
abuses after it overturned the results of a democratic 
election two years ago. Sue Simpson was in Nigeria re- 
cently, and she reports that the media has been acting 
as the opposition to the military regime: 


[Simpson] A paper boy walks through a city street 
sounding a horn, offering newspapers and magazines 
for sale. Many are pro-government, but some, like TELL 
magazine, oppose Nigeria’s military regime. The regime 
has retaliated by arresting two of TELL’s journalists. 
Editor Nosa Isigor faces constant harassment himself, 
but he refuses to be intimidated: 
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{Begin Isigor recording] If we allow ourselves to 
be intimidated, there will virtually be no voice of 
Opposition to the military junta. [end recording] 


[Simpson] Isigor lives like a fugitive, sleeping in 
different houses, conducting editorial meetings in his 
car. His magazine has called for the release of all 
political prisoners, chief among them Moshood Abiola, 
the man widely believed to have won a presidential 
election two years ago that the army annulled. Because 
of the detention, Isigor says, the independent press has 
become, in effect, the country’s political opposition: 


{Begin Isigor recording] There is no organized opposi- 
tion in Nigeria. There is no effective political opposition 
in Nigeria [words indistinct]. [end recording] [mournful 
music from paper boy’s horn) 


[Simpson] The paper boy’s bag is fat with pro-regime 
publications. Political comment is limited in Nigeria. 
Isigor says the government only allows it because of 
international pressure. He also says the independent 
press can attack the regime all it wants, but it’s still 
up to the Nigerian people to join in; and in a country 
where economic chaos reigns, he believes that day is a 
long way off. Sue Simpson, CBC news, Lagos. 


Senegal 


Human Rights Group Accuses Army of Executions 


ABO0311194095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] While the Army offensive 
continues in Senegal’s southern province of Casamance 
to crush separatist rebels of the MFDC [Movement of 
Democratic Forces of Casamance], there are claims that 
the Army is responsible for human rights violations. 
There have been frequent allegations that the rebels have 
Carried out atrocities against the civilian population. 
Now, the Army is accused of extra judicial executions. 
From Dakar, Joseph Winter reports: 


[Begin Winter recording] RADHO, the African Network 
for Human Rights based in Dakar, alleges that at least 
13 civilians have been killed by Senegalese soldiers in 
recent months. These arbitrary executions have occurred 
at the (Nianvolan Bridge), a military checkpoint on the 
main road between Cap Skiring and Ziguinchor. Alioune 
Tine, a RADHO spokesperson, told me this morning: 
This could be just the tip of the iceberg as we have 
heard persistent rumors concerning mass graves both 
at (Nianvolan Bridge) and at Niaguis. RADHO also 
claims that the four MFDC lieutenants recently released 
from prison were tortured during their five-month spell 
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in detention. Edmond Bora, Tarani Badjane, Samuel 
Mboja, and Mamadou Jammeh were first soundly beaten 
in the Ziguinchor Gendarmerie and then in Dakar, they 
alternately had hot and then cold water poured over 
them. 


Mr. Tine a:cused the Senegalese Army of persecuting 
civilian members of the Dioula ethnic group who form 
the bulk of the support of the MFDC rebellion. The 
Casamance separatists are apparently no angels either: 
RADHO says they have a policy of not taking prisoners, 
and any [word indistinct] soldiers who fall into their 
hands are systematically executed. The human rights 
Organization demands that an international commission 
of inquiry be set up to investigate the mass graves. They 
also call for food aid for the 30,000 persons displaced 
by the fighting, whose very survival is in jeopardy. [end 
recording] 


MFDC Kills 5; Army Offensive Continues 


AB0611200995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 6 Nov 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Senegalese Army has 
been on a big offensive in the Casamance region over 
the last couple of weeks against the separatist MFDC 
[Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance] rebel 
movement. It is being seen as a bid to reassure travelers 
coming to southern Senegal at the start of the tourist 
season that the Army is in control, but the Army’s 
show of strength hasn’t frightened the rebels. In fact, 
they have adopted new tactics, and there have been 
more Civilian deaths as our Dakar correspondent, Joseph 
Winter, reports. 


[Begin Winter recording) Méilitary sources in 
Casamance have revealed that five teenage civilians 
were killed by MFDC rebels on Friday [3 November] 
night. The attack happened in the village of Niadiou, 
25 miles east of the regional capital, Ziguinchor. The 
five — four boys and a girl — were enjoying a party 
when a group of armed men burst into the building, 
walked over to where they were standing, and coldly 
shot them dead before fleeing. Later on that night, shots 
were fired at an Army patrol in nearby Mangakounda. 
The soldiers returned fire, but no casualties were 
reported. Reliable military sources told me the killings 
in Niadiou were intended to scare the local population 
into silence. The rebels accused the five victims of 
collaborating with the Senegalese Army in their hunt 
for the MFDC fighters who murdered a truck driver 
last Monday [30 October] also near Mangakounda. 


For the past week, the separatists have switched their 
activities away from Lower Casamance and heavy Army 
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presence there to protect the area’s many tourists. 
They’ve moved 60 miles east to Mid Casamance. 
Here, they are pursuing two missions: Firstly, they are 
attacking and robbing passengers on the main road 
between Ziguinchor and Kolda to raise funds. Secondly, 
although things might be too hot for them further west, 
they are determined to make themselves heard to show 
they are far from defeated. 


Meanwhile, Colonel Tamba, head of the Army Infor- 
mation Bureau, has refused to comment on last week’s 
allegations of human rights violations and extrajudicial 
killings by the Senegalese Army along with the exis- 
tence of mass graves in Casamance. He told me: What 
Amnesty International and the others say is not our 
problem. [end recording] 


Internal Conflict Reported Within Ruling Party 


AB0311090395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 2 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Senegal, the election of new 
party officials within the ruling Socialist Party [PS] is 
proving to be a difficult task indeed. On 28 October, 
Clashes among PS activists in a village in the Kolda 
Region in the southeast of the country led to four deaths. 
Nearly a dozen people also sustained shotgun wounds, 
and some of them were seriously wounded. The clashes 
took place between two different groupings of the PS 
during the election of new party officials. The election 
Started several months ago. 


According to the Senegalese radio, Sud FM, several 
houses were torched during the clashes, which lasted 
for nearly six hours before the Gendarmerie brought 
the situation under control. The election of new PS 
party officials began five months ago in the party’s 
46 committees, and has been fraught with incidents. 
Five people have so far died in such incidents, and 
several people have been wounded in various parts of 
the country. Several PS ministers, including the Armed 
Forces minister, have been molested by activists. 


At the end of August, the Independence and Labor Party 
[PIT], which has members in the government led by the 
PS, denounced the internal strife within the ruling party. 
Amath Dansoko, PIT secretary general, was interviewed 
on the situation by Francois-Luc Moukouangui this 
morning. 


[Begin recording] [Dansoko] The situation within the PS 
is likely to lead our country down a path with disastrous 
consequences. The PS is no ordinary party. It has been 
governing the country for decades now, and the internal 
conflict has now reached an extremely dangerous level. 
Following the February 1994 incidents, I pointed out 
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to the head of state that the tension within the PS 
could spell danger for the country. PS activists resort 
to violence because they have been allowed to act with 
impunity. The ruling party thinks it is above the law, 
and that is the main problem. It is true that there is 
greater democracy in Senegal now, but when one party 
thinks that its activists are above the law, then there 
is a problem. If the necessary action had been taken 
against activists in the past, things would not have gotten 
out of hand. The situation is even more serious in the 
Casamance region, where people are engaged in open 
warfare. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 
RUF Rebels Regret Attacking Civilians 


ABO0911090595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels in Sierra Leone have this year 
almost brought unprotected travel in the south and 
east of the country to a halt. Ambushes laid un the 
main roads have met only armed convoys that have 
been plying between towns such as Bo, Kenema, and 
Freetown, and even they have come under devastating 
fire on more than one occasion. But now, there has 
been an ambush which the RUF claimed was a terrible 
mistake. From Bo, Alhassan Sillah reports: 


[Begin Sillah recording] Rebels of the Revolutionary 
United Front have been an extraordinary mixture of 
bestiality and remorse; [they have] killed and wounded 
a number of civilians and then apologized for their 
action. This incident in which the rebels ambushed a 
truck ferrying civilians, mostly traders and their goods 
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from the fishing resort town of Shenge in the Moyamba 
District, left four of the traders killed while over a dozen 
others were wounded, some seriously. 


Alpha Bangura, more popularly known as White, who 
had chartered the truck from Bo to Shenge and back, 
and who is now lying at the Bo government hospital 
with serious gunshot wounds on his right leg, told me 
from his bedside this afternoon about the rather uncanny 
experience he and his fellow passengers went through. 
According to White, they had just rectified the fault on 
the vehicle and were ascending a hill into an area known 
as Kwelo Junction, some nine miles from Moyamba 
Township, when they heard loud bursts of gunfire from 
various directions. Four of the passengers died on the 
spot while the truck somersaulted and landed on its side 
trapping one passenger who tried to jump down. 


According to White, the rebels not long after, came out 
in the open and sympathized with their victims. We 
thought it was a military truck, White quoted the rebels 
of telling them, while sympathizing with the wounded. 
White said the commando of the rebel group, severely 
reprimanded the sergeant who sprung the ambush for 
failing first to find out what type of truck this was, 
and who were its occupants. White said the commando 
then ordered his men to help remove the dead from 
where they were trapped on board the vehicle and the 
wounded, some of whom laid abandoned in the bush, 
onto the main road. He said the rebels then disappeared 
into the bush uncharacteristically leaving the vehicle 
where it laid without burning it. He said government 
soldiers later came to the area, took the dead and the 
wounded first to Moyamba and later to Bo. Millions of 
leones, he says, have been lost by the surviving traders. 
{end recording] 
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